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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


de Trevino, Elizabeth Borton Crowell 
A CARPET OF FLOWERS Cloth; $2.50 


A quiet story of religious faith is set in Mexico and centered on Chema, a 
little blind Indian boy. When all of his people have died, Chema comes to the village 
of Huamantla to seek out Don Nacho, a painter who had been a friend of his grandfather's. 
Chema stays with Don Nacho and his wife until it is his good fortune to be adopted as 
their son. When Don Nacho is chosen to plan out the carpet of flowers that will be a 
mantle for the Virgin in a festival in Mexico City, it is Chema's further good fortune 
to put in the pansies that will be her eyes. In a miracle, Chema regains his sight. 
Regular, miniscule pencil drawings by Alan H. Crane have charm. (1/? LC: 55-5838) 


Randolph, Jane Crowell 
THE CIRCUS IN PETER'S CLOSET Cloth; $2.50 


A five year old problem is well solved in a story that mixes fact, fancy and 
pleasantries. When his family moves from Washington to the small town of Blue Ridge 
where everyone is friendly, the only misfit in the whole set up is Peter, who is sure 
he'll have no one to play with. When he gets sick and misses a chance to see the cir- 
cus, his imagination puts a ferocious lion in his closet which isn't expelled until 

Blue Ridge and Peter are in accord at last. Happy red and yellow pictures by Don 
' Freeman. (1/? LC: 55-9217) 


Far jeon, Eleanor Viking 
THE GLASS SLIPPER Cloth; $2.50 


This retelling, with elaborations, of the story of Cinderella has the feath- 
ery, lightsome quality of Eleanor Farjeon's other writings and bids for favor from 
even those most addicted to the original. A long story with many chapters, it begins 
with a full detailing of the injustices suffered by Ella (the Cinder was added for 
ridicule) at the hands of her horrible stepmother and her two horrible stepsisters, 
Araminta and Arethusa. Then there is the Granny who turns into a fairy godmother- 
and the rest is history. A delightful narrative with full descriptions and a breath- 
less suspense brightly revives an old romance. Line drawings in character by Ernest 
Shepard. (3/7) 


Rhoads, Dorothy Viking 
THE CORN GROWS RIPE Cloth; $3.00 


A simple story of the faith and diligence of Mexican Indian peasants traces 
the influence of old legends in the present day. Dionisio, a Yucatan boy, goes with 
his father to clear a space in the jungle for their corn, but his father has an acci- 
dent and Dionisio must carry on alone. Through the months he tends his plot, partakes 
of village life and learns of his traditions. When drought comes the boy has the de- 
termination to see it through until the rains and harvest time come. Stylized illus- 
trations by Jean Charlot. (3/7) 


Selden, George Viking 
THE DOG THAT COULD SWIM UNDER WATER Cloth; $2.00 


Told in the first person, these adventures of Flossy Thompson, a likeable and 
fairly enterprising neighborhood dog, form a lightly humorous animal fantasy. Flossy 
is a friendly soul who loves to observe the life around her- springtime in the nearby 
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meadow, the peculiarities of her various canine and feline friends. She was particularly 
delighted to discover one day that she could swim under water in a meadow pond from which 
she had decided to fetch some golf balls. The consequences of this skill of Flossy's 

have amusing consequences, not the least of which helps a friend in a precarious predica- @ 
ment and-the result is good local wit. Sketches by Morgan Dennis. (3/7) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Bose, Irene Mott Dodd, Mead 
THE MONKEY TREE $3.00 


This story of modern central India has its charm and its social meaning as it 
details the adventures of three young friends, two of whom are Hindu and the other who 
is Muslim. In their town of Nanda, Arjun, Dajiba and Majid are lively farm boys and one 
of their main delights is to go to the big central banyan tree and to watch and play with 
the tribe of monkeys which lives there. Often, the monkeys prove quite human. They band 
together, for instance, when Dajiba steals one of their number, and give pursuit. Then 
in contrast to village life there are background developments of national import- India 
is given her independence from Britain but with the new freedom comes the stirring up of 
trouble between the two religions. There is a riot in Nanda but as certain elements of 
solidarity between the boys and the monkeys are emphasized, the hope of a more tolerant 
and enlightened future is established. Colorfully written. (3/5. LC: 56-576) 


Eberle, Irmengarde | Dodd, Mead 
COME BE MY FRIEND $2.75 


Jerry Holm, a younger brother, views with alarm the prospect of carrying on 
alone after his big brother has gone away to study. At school Hap and Vince, his broth- 
er's cronies, pick on him extensively. They even try to keep Jerry and his pals off a 
hill near the Holm house and to spirit away some setter pups which have become Jerry's 
property. But the tide turns after a mess in the school bus and Jerry's brilliant idea @ 
for cleaning it up. Hap and Vince are sensibly mollified and Jerry establishes his own 
rights. A good balance of seriousness and fun in this narrative. (3/26. LC:56-5170) 
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Musgrave, Florence Ariel- Farrar, Straus 
MARGED $2.75 


Another story for the eight to eleven group by the author of Stars Over the 
Tent (1953), Mary Lizzie (1950) etc., takes a Welsh family through their first months in 
America, the events of which are both happy and tragic. Settling in a nice farm house 
on the Ohio River near Pittsburgh, Marged, young Tommy, their parents and their Grand- 
mother envision a new life by the water they all love. Marged's gaiety is spoiled only 
by Gran'ma's stubbornness which often seems like tyranny. Yet Marged is to suffer even 
more deeply on account of it; there is a flood and Gran'ma's refusal to leave the house 
indirectly causes Mama's and Dada's death. Grieved and disillusioned, Marged runs off 
until a friend helps her realize she too may have shortcomings, and that understanding 
rather than rejection is best for the future. (3/23. LC: 56-6166) 


We-Were-There Books Grosset & Dunlap 
2/2 : ea. $1.95 


The books in this new series are described by the publishers as visualizations 
of dramatic events in history seen through the eyes of a 14 year old boy and his 13 year 
old sister, who live in the time when the event took place, and take an active Sart im .18. 
To a certain extent, this is what happens. But a reading of the four titles reported be- 
low proved disappointing in that the stories were trite accounts centered more on the 
activities and achievements of the boy-heroes than on the details and broader meanings 


} 





of the events. In the effort to convert actuality into a recognizable adventure pattern @ 
much of the real excitement is lost and a false note is struck when success or failure 

seems to depend more on the boys than the men. Also, sisters are almost uniformly in 

the background~ written to, talked about and protected. Altogether these books are pro- 
ductien' line. They may win some comte,. readers. In addition to the ones listed here, 


Grosset & Dunlap will also publish ON THE OREGON TRAIL by William 0. Steele, and AT THE 
BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG by Alida Sims Malkus. 
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Appel, Benjamin- IN THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH- Fourteen year old Joe Murray and 
his father Mike, who are from Seattle, leave Mrs. Murray and Anne at home in 1897 to 
head for Dawson City via steamer and the Chilkoot Pass. Hardship after hardship pur- 
sues them but Joe and Mike bear up under it all. Three good things then happen to them 
are the malamute dog Joe makes a pet of, the sourdough Caribou Dave who becomes their 
partner, and a strike worth $90,000 on Gold Creek. A deranged man, Halley by name, 
tries to rob them of their claim but Joe downs him in a tussle. Cut and dried. Draw- 
ings by Irv Docktor. (LC: 56-5390) 


Knight, Clayton- AT THE NORMANDY INVASION- A touch more exciting and assured 
than the former, this deals with the Gagnon family who live in Ste. Mere and whose life 
is upset by the war and the climactic arrival of the American forces. This time our 
hero, Andre, is but twelve and his sister Marie, 15, is engaged in the Maquis underground 
which keep her out of the center of activities most of the time. Just before D day, 
the Gagnons hide a British flyer. Leaving Andre behind, they help him to escape 
through another town. When the Yanks arrive Andre and his dog Patchou have their fill 
of escaping Germans and invading Americans. There is a period of extreme distress 
when the safety of the other Gagnons is feared for but a month later, with beach heads 
established, there is reunion and celebration. [Illustrations by the author. (LC 356-5389) 


Strong, Charles S.- WITH BYRD AT THE SOUTH POLE- Vic Redmond, 14 and the son 
of a Los Angeles dog biscuit maker, is given the chance to follow the Byrd expedition 
by Captain Nilsen whose Norwegian whaling ship is acting as a supplier. Going along 
as an assistant radio operator (and leaving his attentive sister at home), Vic does 
this, that and the other thing- he is efficient in the communications room, he watches 
the whaling, he cares for some of the sick expedition dogs. When, after the settle- 
ment of Little America is established, there are times of tension with ice enclosures, 
shortages, and the attempt to fly over the Pole, Vic is the ever ready sender and 
receiver of valuable messages. Illustrations by Graham Kaye. (LC: 56-5388) 


Webb, Robert N.- AT THE BOSTON TEA PARTY- Jeremy Winthrop, with practically 
full time' help of his sister, Deliverance, helps effect the plot of dumping the 
Dartmouth's tea. Speaking in low tones, being wary of lobsterbacks, running errands 
for Sam Adams and the Sons of Liberty, and thoroughly concerned with reactions to 
British tyranny, Jeremy and Del live a breathless few weeks and Jeremy himself, dis- 
guised as an Indian, takes part in the raid. Drawings by Edmund F. Ward. (LC: 56-5387) 


Winterfeld, Henry | Harcourt, Brace 
DETECTIVES IN TOGAS $2.75 


A translation from the German by Richard and Clara Winston brings us a clever 
and funny mystery set in Rome during the period of the Gallic wars. Strong personali- 
ties all, our central characters are the boys of Xanthos' school and their teacher, 
Xanthos himself. More particularly, the story focuses on Caius, whose father is a 
senator, and Rufus, whose father is a general in Gaul. As schoolboy pranks lend them- 
selves to politics on a grander scale we find Rufus (whose father has lost an imprtant 
battle) being thrown into irons for having defaced a temple with a rude inscription 
defaming Caius. Yet Rufus denies his guilt and Xanthos is found one day beaten up 
and robbed of a series of seemingly valueless articles. At last the culprit is found 
to be Tellus, a crafty ex-consul, who has unsuccessfully tried to play politics through 
the younger generation. A good story and with its careful attention to Roman ways 
this has its sparkle too. Illustrations are by Charlotte Kleinert. (3/? LC:56-6922) 


Butterworth, Oliver Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
THE ENORMOUS EGG $2.95 


* Nate Twitchell, who is about ten and who lives in Freedom, N.H., where his 
father edits the Freedom Sentinel, describes the great changes that come into his life 
when a dinosaur is born in one of their chicken coops. The account is necessarily 
pointed too, for the dinosaur's presence provokes national consequences that don't 
speak too well for the narrower minded elements in the government. Uncle Beazley, the 
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dinosaur, is gentle as he grows and becomes Nate's dear pet. He naturally rouses the 
interest of scientists, but more than that, creates a political furor among certain sen- 
ators who think the public support of something so un-American as a dinosaur is a drag 
on the economy. They introduce a bill to do away with Uncle Beazley. Though Nate will @ 
probably be able to prevent it through a commercialized appeal to popular sympathy, the 
real triumph comes when he does it through a call to reason and scientific advancement 
instead. Some very funny pictures by Louis Darling decorate the narrative. (3/15. 
LC: 56-5622) 

Oldrin, John Viking 

EIGHT RINGS ON HIS TAIL $2.50 | 


The author of the "ound Meadow stories pays more close attention to this sec- 
tion of land as he recounts the first year in the life of a raccoon. During his set of 
personal adventures- which include a stint in capativity as well as an inadvertent 
trip to the sea- Patches, his family and friends are every bit as wise and as cute as 
raccoons ought to be. Fetching drawings by Kurt Wiese. (3/2) 


Griffin, Velma Westminster 
: FAIR PRIZE $2.75 


A 4-H story plus mystery sees a city boy learn some more valuable ideas about 
life but remains unconvincing in that he improves far too readily and captures some 
crooks far too easily. Jim is eleven and the product of a hoodlum-influenced life in 
the city, when he comes to his aunt, uncle and nine year old cousin Jane on their Cali- 
fornia farm. To teach him responsibility they give him a lamb and caring for it works 
like a charm. Jim makes friends, joins the local 4-H group and prepares for the coming 
fair. He also watches some comings and goings of a pair of strange men to an old mining 
plot nearby and subsequently aids in their apprehension as counterfeiters and smugglers. 
Virtue is not particularly its own reward here. (3/26. LC: 56-5569) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION © 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford Coward-McCann 
THE STORY OF VALENTINE $2.50 


Timed for St. Valentine's Day, this story of one of the first Roman priests is 
dignified and sympathetic. Living during the reign of Claudius, Valentine kept hidden in 
his garden. He saw few people but among them was a group of boys who visited and grew to 
love him though they didn't understand his religion. When the decree that all Christians 
be taken puts Valentine in prison, he sends his pet pigeon to the boys with messages and 
Octavian, one of them, manages to send Valentine a scroll. In the prison, Julia, a blind 
girl, has also become a friend of Valentine's and when she and Octavian meet, their faith 
enlarges, a miracle takes place, and Julia regains her sight. Attractively styled close- 
ups in rust and grey are by Leonard Weisgard. (2/3. LC: 56-7124) 


Cruickshank, Helen Gere Dodd, Mead 
WONDERS OF THE BIRD WORLD $2.50 


Basic ornithology is well outlined here in a brief introduction that spans the 
field from archeopterix to the latest mysteries of migration. Generalized chapters in- 
clude information on feather structure and flight, world bird population, the work of the 
Fish and Wildlife Bureau, habits and habitats, food, extinction and the uses of birds for 
compere $4 garages are several thumbnail sketches of the larger bird species. (3/26. 
LC: 56-7422 


First Books Franklin Watts 
ea. $1.95 


Hamilton, Elizabeth- THE FIRST BOOK OF CAVES- Report repeated from p.49h (J-178) @ 
of the July 15, 1955 Bulletin reads as follows... "Spelunking and related activities and 

areas of knowledge- all of which have their fascination- are recorded here in a book that 
explains caves, their formation and their contents. From the Altamira prehistoric paint- 

ings to the smallest blind salamander that inhabits caves today, the topics discussed are 

many and organized well enough to give a clear and cumulative understanding of the under- 
earth. Wind, wave, lava, ice and lime caves are explained as to origin and the particular 
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differences between each kind. Inside some famous caves- Fingal's for example and 
the Carlsbad Caverns- we are told about stalactites, stalagmites etc., as well as 

about the modern troglodytes who live in southern France and Spain. Last but not 

least, there are cave animals and a brief account of a real spelunking expedition. 
Shadowy pictures by Bette Davis." (2/? LC: 55-5629) 


Hamilton, Russel- THE FIRST BOOK OF TRAINS- An efficient account of rails 
and railroading collects information about all kinds of American trains, their par- 
ticular functions and how they run and are run. Beginning with a general survey of 
railway activity, Mr. Hamilton moves from this into an outline of carrying cars. 
First he talks about freight trains and then about passenger carriers. More tech- 
nical details follow- of the locomotive and its job, of the men who work the engines 
and work in the yards, of signals, station regulations, railroad history and so forth. 
There is ample here to satisfy young interests. Illustrated by the author. (3/2? 
LC: 55-7782) 


Kirkus, Virginia- THE FIRST BOOK OF GARDENING- This puts us in an awkward 
position. We can define the goal - and venture the hope that you will feel it has 
been achieved. We can extoll the beautiful line drawings- in two tone- by Helene 
Carter, as not only decorative, but accurate and informative, perfect complement 
to the text...A first gardening book was needed, one that met the needs for specific 
information at the level of no experience and a presumed degree of interest and en- 
thusiasm. It is, we hope, a straightforward how-to book for a beginning gardener 
at any age. With school and vacation programs widening the field of young gardeners, 
with Junior Garden Clubs cropping up everywhere, we know the interest is a live one. 
We've tried to give the information step-by-step, without writing down; we've tried 
to curb enthusiasm that might end in discouragement, and show how to plan a garden 
for available space and time, how to combine vegetables and flowers, how to determine 
where the garden should go, what tools are necessary- and how to use them, how to. 
plant the seeds, to cultivate the rows, to cope with the enemies, to harvest the 
results. We've tried to answer questions even adults find unanswered in their 
garden books. And we hope we've made it interesting. Only you can give the final 
answer to the result. Anyhow- it is a satisfyingly beautiful book.2/? LC: 55-5403) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Lamond, Henry G. Dutton 
TOWSER, SHEEP DOG $3.50 


* An excellent descriptive story of Australia in the early 1900's sharply 
pictures the life on a West Queensland sheep station and the development of Towser, 
the overseer's dog, from a gangling pup into a knowledgeful shepherd. The book is 
long but colorfully and suspensefully written. As changes come over the station, 
as rivalries are squared away and as Towser and the land he lives in become vivid 
figures, there is a broad and literate appeal here that should not be lost on the 
market. Notable. (3/25. LC: 56-5262) 


Daly, Maggie Dodd, Mead 
KATE BRENNAN, MODEL $2.75 


All the ohs, ahs and la-de-dahs of the high fashion world are exhibited in 
this starry-eyed story of a professor's daughter who makes good as a model in Chicago. 
Coming to the city for a short stay with her vigorous, widowed "Aunt" Helen, Kate is 
unsure of what she wants to do after graduation from Beloit. But an exciting after- 
noon at a fashion show, and some introductions, leave little doubt that she wants to 
try modelling. Tall and good looking, Kate is a ready success and in short months 
has a bid for a stint in Paris. She has also become engaged to Aunt Helen's doctor 
son, Jeff. All's well that ends weli but we find it hard to be awed by the rarefied 
atmosphere attributed to this model world. (3/5. LC: 55-10063) 
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Gard, Robert E. Little, Brown-DSP 
A HORSE NAMED JOE $2.75 
A simple and sincere story of a boy on a western Canadian ranch, as quiet young @ 


Sam McRae comes home from two years in a reform school where he'd been sent on a false 
accusation of theft. On his first day back at the ranch of his still mistrusting Uncle 
Jake, Sam makes friends with the pony Joe, whose physical disability matches Sam's social 

disability. As boy and horse work together in their unassuming, loyal way, there is mutual | 
strengthening, and eventually local events come to a head and a natural solution is found 
of the theft with which Sam has been charged. The answer lies with a man who had wanted 

his son to be just like Sam. Appealing drawings by C. W. Anderson add glamor and value 

to the text. (2/15. LC: 56-5621) 


Hirshberg, Al Little, Brown 
VARSITY DOUBLE PLAY $2.75 


Continuing the baseball adventures of the twins Barry and Phil Drake, this whips 
them through four energetic years at Yale during which the ultimate goal of playing for 
the Red Sox is ever present. Facets of the diamond life include Barry's rejection by a 
balky coach, some cheating and throwing of games and a bad arm for Phil which almost loses 
him the coveted contract. Though the emphasis is primarily on sports, much of it is placed 
on education through Phil's healthy intention to go on with medicine and practice it after 
his baseball career. Clean cut drawings by Paul Galdone. (3/19. LC: 56-592%) 


Allen, Merritt Parmelee Longmans, Green 
EAST OF ASTORIA | $2.75 


A fully fashioned adventure- from a territory familiar to this author- takes 
the Astor fur venture for its theme and a Scot named Rob Stuart for its hero. Rob, who 
has gone to work as one of Astor's young executives, is on his way to see Thomas Jefferson 
with the outlines of the venture when his belongings are disturbed, presumably by members 6 
of the rival Northwest Fur Company. With this mystery to solve and a new empire to es- 
tablish, there are high points of tension as the 7onquin sets sail with the party in 1810, 
as the Columbia is reached and as Rob plays his part in the making of Astoria. Though 
Astoria fails as a settlement and falls prey to British warships, treachery and Northwest 
spies, Rob sets out, successfully crosses the wilds to St. Louis and sees a new future for 
himself as an American citizen. Brisk dialogue and good historical detail make this better 
than average. (3/7) 


Turngren, Ellen | Longmans, Green 
LISTEN, MY HEART $3.00 


Sigrid, a girl of Scandinavian parents who have settled on Minnesota farm land, 
feels at fifteen the conflict between the carefree kind of life her father represents and 
the rooted solidarity of her mother. Unable to choose which she wants as her own, Sigrid 
remains at war with herself and her surroundings for some months. Yet surely, as she be- 
gins to realize the meaning of new happenings- as her brother Victor's marriage to the 
flighty Rosella ends in divorce and as her own affair with another misguided boy has its 
sour note- Sigrid comes to value sacrifice and leave aer heart with Eric who is willing 
to give up his own beloved farm for her. Simple motives of simple people. (3/28.LC:56-58h1) 


White, Dale Viking 
VIGILANTES RIDE $2.50 


In the pattern of Dale White's other westerns this is a long winded, seriously 
toned story of Montana in the 1860's, with dull, uninteresting characters. Tom and Obie are 
two boys who have come to the mining town of Bannack for different reasons- Tom to hunt for @ 
his brother and Obie to hunt for gold. There is a "stampede" or mass exodus from Bannack 
to a place where all the men hope for better strikes. As Tom and Obie join they get gradual 
wind of a reign of terror beginning in Bannack and its environs, and as they join in the 
fight against it, they discover that Sheriff Henry Plummer is the ringleader. Tom discovers 
too that his brother has had a misguided hand in the crookedness but as a better future opens, 
this hurt is healed. The west at its woolliest,though the sheep has been shorn down to a 
stock bareness. (2/7) 


<a 
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Blizard, Marie | Westminster 
THE GHOST AT KIMBALL HILL $2.75 


A light mystery-romance angled for girls begins to unfold as the Westons- 
17 year old, fashion-minded Kim, her hard working mother and young Suzy and David,- 
suddenly find themselves heirs to a mansion in Connecticut. Moving from their small 
Chicago apartment is a joy,and life in Connecticut holds its promise. But a Mr. Kitt- 
redge seems to have a claim on the house too, through a loan Kim's actor grandfather 
had gotten from him. To scare Kittredge off, Kim's friends "plant" a ghost. The ruse 
works, but with unexpected effects that create even greater rewards for everyone con- 


cerned. (3/26. LC: 56-5169) 


Burr, Sybil Westminster 
NIGHT TRAIN TO SCOTLAND $2.75 


A delightful Scottish mystery, this is as natural and disarming as its 15 
year old heroine, Holly Gordon, who goes to an Aberdeen island for a summer with her 
mother and her zoology professor father- and manages to spend a lot of the time with 
a travelling theatre group. It is on the train to Scotland that Holly latches on to 
Ross Mordley, a merchant navy cadet with a mysterious pirate ancestor, who is on his 
way to join the Lumleys, who run the group, for the holidays. Theatricals and the 
search for Ross's elusive great-great-grandfather, are played out in a dialogue that 
leaves little to be desired, against the backdrop of a very appealing Scotland. 
(3/26. LC: 56-5108) 


Emery, Anne Westminster 
FIRST LOVE, TRUE LOVE $2.75 


This young romance is based on the premise that “going steady” is not only 
a normal but a healthy approach to preparation for mature romance. Anne Emery offers 
some comforting solutions in a rather set story. Pat Marlowe, a junior at Allandale 
High School, has no boy friends and thinks it would be dreamy if Tim Davis, a hand- 
some senior, would date her. When he finally does and they fall for each other, they 
meet adult opposition to their decision to "go steady". Emotional balance on both 
sides (though it seems to us that Pat does all the adjusting), brings them to the 
realization that after college divides their paths they must date other people and 
keep their romance on a level of sensible friendship, and the doubting elders accept 
the situation. What doesn't convince this reader is the overt one-sidedness of a re- 
lationship which seems to show Pat as holding no aim in life but love. (3/26.LC:56-5376) 


Evans, Hubert Westminster 
MOUNTAIN DOG $2.75 


A tight mystery set in British Columbia very accurately describes the plight 
of the Indians in a small community there. Hal, intelligent and eager to live a solid 
life, and Blackie, who is not so sure of himself, are two boys who grew up in the 
Slough or Indian district of the growing town of Pitchpine. Hal has been to high 
school in Vancouver and while both boys hope for freedom from the limits placed on 
them as Indians, they are discouraged by rich Belile whose money and lumber business 
control most of Pitchpine. Two events that help the boys are the arrival of Rory, a 
stray dog, and the decision of government fisheries to make a spawning ground near 
Pitchpine. Belile fights the government which says his logging will disrupt the fish 
and as things come to a head, it is through Rory's attachment to Belile's former part- 
ner that crooked dealings are discovered. Rid of Belile, the community is free to 
develop autonomously. Good. (3/26. LC: 56-5106) 


Jones, Lloid and Juanita Westminster 
HORSEMAN OF LONG GONE RIVER $2.75 


Eighteen year old Ken Addison, faced with the task of keeping the family 
Colorado ranch out of the red, meets a string of credible problems and mysteries re- 
counted in the bright style of the Jones' other teen age stories. Ken's father has 
been incapacitated by an accident and wants to give up the Walking A as a liability- 
unless Ken can prove it otherwise. Ken's first problem comes when his grazing land 
is cut down by a government ruling setting aside some acres for new houses. Then 
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there are the hostile Mikesells, presumably out to gold mine. Columbia Joe, a trucker 
and hauler for the new community, throws out some threats about Ken's wandering cattle 
but when a few head disappear from time to time, Ken's detecting reveals that Columbia 
Joe is slaughtering and preparing meat for sale in the Mikesells' old mine. Good re- 

partee and a young savoir faire make this better than most westerns. (3/26. LC:56-5303) 


Paulson, Jack Westminster 
MATCH POINT $2.75 


A tennis story, this takes young, short (14 and only 5' 2”) Jake Brown all the 
way up to win the Boys' National Tournament in Kalamazoo. With height as his main problem 
and graceful, vicious Lyn Okarza as his main opponent, Jake has a hard time when he loses 
the match to greater physical ability and is unjustly disqualified. But when Dink Evans, 
a friend of Jake's dead father, takes the boy on and coaches him, in confidence as well 
as technique, the way is clear to victory. However, a strident and repetitious narra- 
tive takes a lot of the crispness out of the play. (3/26. LC: 56-5107) 


Summers, James L. Westminster 
TROUBLE ON THE RUN $2.75 


* Trouble is lurking around just about every corner in 17 year old Roger Holman's 
life in Southern California and as he endures a typical high school year the results are 
as funny-serious as Girl Trouble, Operation ABC etc. With the gifts of pointed character- 
izations and a rather sparkling vocabulary- a combination that will make teen agers laugh 
at themselves- Roger's problems with girls, cars, shyness and track, are put on quite a 
meaningful level. Nuts about glamorous Shirley, Roger gets over his crush and latches on 
to Margery who is far nicer. Doubtful about his running capabilities, Roger loses the 
mile through no fault of his own but is gratified by just recognition and a chance in 
the finals. A delightful look at a tongue-tied age. (3/26. LC: 56-5173) 


Walden, Amelia Westminster @ 
I FOUND MY LOVE $2.75 


Problems of young love and a mystery are solved hand in hand in Northport, a 
New England sea coast town, and on an island off shore. Terry, fresh from her sophomore 
year at college, soured by a romance gone wrong, has come to Northport to forget faith- 
less Rory and to be near the island she has inherited from her inventor Grandfather. 
Going to explore, Terry and her friend Zaza, a budding actress, find evidence that marau- 
ders have been poking into the workshop and the lab. As matters progress, Dave Ballard, 
@ young science teacher, comes to help Terry out and they discover that her grandfather's 
former business associate has been trying to beat them to the as yet unrevealed plans for 
a simplified airplane instrument panel. And as science is advanced, so does Terry's 
heart- towards Dave. Light. (3/26. LC: 56-5116) 





Winston Science Fiction Series Winston 
3/2 $2.00 


del Rey, Lester- MISSION TO THE MOON- Continuing the adventures of Jim Stanley 
who assisted in the building of the first space station in Step to the Stars (1954, p.586) 
this sees humanity reach the Moon. As in the last book there is still the cold war between 
the Western powers, self appointed guardians of world security, and the Combine, the ques- 
tionable eastern bloc of nations. But as operations progress and as Jim and his co-workers 
get to know observers from the Combine a common bond is happily established so that the 
promise of a new future brightens the death of the first man who, through an attempted 
rescue, sacrifices himself to claim the Moon for humanity. (LC: 56-5093) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Duvall, Evelyn Millis Association Press ) 
FACTS OF LIFE AND LOVE FOR TEEN-AGERS $3.50 





A revised edition of Facts of Life and Love, first brought out in 1950, this 
remains an excellent coverage of sex problems between the teens and in early marriage, 
from all angles. A note from the publishers saysit has been enlarged to include new 
opinions and ideas but a reference to our note when we reviewed it in 1950 (see p.425) 
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indicates the main topics and sections as the same- male and female sexual develop- 
ment, birth, sexual abnormalities, dating and its problems, parental relationships, 
engagement, marriage, and living a complete and well-rounded life. A healthy, 
necessary introduction to sex. Illustrated. (3/21. LC: 56-6445 ) 


Wibberley, Leonard Ariel- Farrar, Straus 
THE LIFE OF WINSTON CHURCHILL $2.00 


It is a good idea to have biographies of living figures and in this case 
the life story comes from an admirer who also knows how to write a brisk account. 
It is a lively description of a remarkable life. We are entertained by the youthful 
shenanigans that marked him as a rebel from early childhood, by the balky student who 
later turned into an omnivorous reader, by the fact that he stayed with his regiment 
an extra year to play polo and by his first political skirmishes- with the suffra- 
gettes. Then as a fully rounded political life emerges for Churchill, we are im- 
pressed by the vivacity and foresightedness with which he took to his role as an 
adviser and leader in two wars, as a friend of America and as a freely ranging 
political thinker. A gratifying introduction to an interesting person. Photographs. 


(2/17. LC: 56-6165) 


Webster, Gary Sheed & Ward 
WONDERS OF SCIENCE $2.50 


For a Catholic audience of young people too often taught an oblique ap- 
proach to the mysteries of modern science, this may be a short step in the right 
direction. The information in the thumbnail explanations of some of the outstanding 
fields of modern science are compact in presentation and cover a wide range. Topics 
included are insect life, photosynthesis, the nature of light, the weather, bird mi- 
gration, cosmic force, etc. But the scientific explanations are burdened with the 
admonition to accept the more ultimate mysteries without pretending to understand 
them. Mr. Webster is at pains to point to the spiritual damage done by champions of 
reason and the man-centered philosophers. We feel that in his equating of reason 
with a ruthless mastery of nature and in his presumption that men of science are 
wholly godless and unawed by the quality and quantity of the unknown he is fallacious. 
Perhaps he should read a little Whitehead for full realization of the recognition of 
spiritual values of the unknown mysteries of science. (3/21) 


Neely, Henry Viking 
THE STARS BY CLOCK AND FIST $4.00 


A unique method of beginning astronomy, this relies on the individual and 
what he can do by himself to study and discover the whereabouts and nature of the 
heavenly bodies. Clock and fist are used as main reference points. By clock, Mr. 
Neely means a division of the sky corresponding to the face of a clock with you, the 
observer, at the center. The fist is used as a sextant and there are instructions to 
practise eye measurements with it until you can mark off a distance of approximately 
nine fists from horizon to zenith. With these rough but ready devices to determine 
star positions and heights, explanations are made easier and there is added incentive 
to understand sidereal time, hourly lists, seasonal positions and much about the par- 
ticular planets, constellations and galaxies themselves. 60 star maps; 24 seasonal 
lists and 12 diagrams by the author. (3/7) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Duvall, Evelyn Millis - FACTS OF LIFE AND LOVE FOR TEEN-AGERS Association 
Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth Little, Brown 
RINGS AROUND US $3.50 


Further chronicles of family life (Cheaper By the Dozen) report on Mrs. 
Carey's life as wife and mother. Work, a wedding, moves from New York to Long Island, 
growing children- each records the sensitive and hilarious areas of marriage, character- 
ized by a light, wifely hold on household doings.(Full report on p.907.2/27.LC:56-5626) 
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Maxwell, William Quentin Longmans, Green 
LINCOLN'S FIFTH WHEEL $5.00 


Subtitled "The Political History of the U.S. Sanitary Commission", this is not 
a pretty tale, for it is a record of an undertaking to supply the ghastly inadequacies 
for all phases of sanitary matters in the war. One would have thought the Commission's 
existence would be welcomed. Instead it became the football of political maneuverings 
and against amazing odds performed near miracles. Not the whole story, but an exciting 
rescue of records that needed to be saved. (Full report on p. 909. 2/? LC: 56-6506) 


Jordan, John Alfred Rinehart 
& Prebble, John ELEPHANTS AND IVORY $3.50 


An old African hand provides some joyous raconteuring as he thinks back to the 
days when hunting was really hunting. Travelling light and far, Jordan met many a happen- 
ing- an unpleasant elephant slaughter, an inefficient movie safari and so forth. A read- 
able addition to a ready market. (Full report on p. 908. 2/28. LC: 56-5706) 


Longstreet, Stephen Simon & Schuster 
THE BOY IN THE MODEL T $3.50 


.--is the author who crossed the country with Mamma and Gramp in the Ford in 
1919-20. As they follow their rugged route the tale is also one of critical but compat- 
ible personalities and, for the boy, there is the constant uncertainty of the car's pro- 
gress as well as the travel experiences from New Orleans to the Rockies. A lively back- 
ward look. (Full report on p. 910. 2/? LC: 56-6665) 


Magidoff, Nila with Simon & Schuster 
Ethridge, Willie Snow NILA $3.50 


An overflow of spontaneous impressions of America comes from the Russian wife 
of the NBC commentator and makes a lively record of the impact of American ways on a 
person conditioned all her life to shortage, hardship, lack of liberty, fear, crowded 
living quarters and strained human relations. The major part of the book is Nila's life 
story through her first marriage with a man ultimately victimized by the Soviet, and on 
to her coming to America with Robert. In sum, a fascinating, seemingly unedited account. 
(Full report on p. 910. 2/? LC: 56-6688) 


Breit, Harvey World 
THE WRITER OBSERVED $3.75 

As a judicious selection of his pieces from the Wew York Times Sunday Book 
Review these reread extraordinarily well. Mr. Breit states in his introduction that his 
aim is to capture the essence, the point of view and the personality and not to make the 
headlines with gossip. In interviews with more than forty writers there is wide variety 
in approach, in sizing up aims, attitudes and understanding. A very apt. look behind the 
literary scene. Useful for biographical reference, (Full report on p. 906. 2/20. 
LC: 56-5311) 


Labaree, Leonard W. & Yale University Press 
Bell, Whitfield, Jr., Jr.- Eds. $3.75 
MR. FRANKLIN 


A selection from the projected new edition of the complete writings of Franklin, 
these personal letters will commemorate the 250th anniversary of his birth. The 27 in- 
cluded reflect the interests of the man as he writes of family doings; counsels the young; 
notes scientific things, war payments, a conversation with an eleven year old girl. With 
six full color illustrations and a binding in keeping with the handsome type format- a 
most attractive and attracting book. (Full report on p. 878. 1/17. LC: 56-5026) 
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One Dark Horse 
Taylor, Ward March 1 |" Holt 
ROLL BACK THE SKY $3 -95 


Inevitably analogies will be drawn between this and Hobart Skidmore's Valley 
of tue Sky (one of the memorable war in the Pacific air stories) and others of that ilk. 
But it has a quality all its own that gives it depth and stature. Ward Taylor, ina 
superb job of reporting, has further managed to cut below the surface into the psych- 
ological implications of combat fatigue, war hysteria and the effect on men, island 
bound, of meeting personable girls of the Red Cross and nursing corps. The men that 
make up the complement of Richardson's crew, other men and officers of the-Saipan 
bomber base, the successive build up of tension on flights designed to pinpoint 
Japan's war potential and cities - combine to make this holding reading. Richardson's 
marriage to Terry, paralleled thousands of times throughout the war, seems to fade 
out with distance- and with contact with magnetic Rhine. But chance plays its part-. 
Richardson is sent back to California for a conference and Terry reasserts her rights 
with heady effect. Sheer realism this, with no holds barred, but Taylor succeeds in 
keeping within bounds of authenticity along with taste. A major novel- and tne good 
war novels still claim their market. (LC: 56-6463) 


No MUST BOOKS - but a Handful of Potentials 


Irwin Shaw with a better novel than THE TROUBLED AIR- but not as good a one as THE 
YOUNG LIONS, in LUCY CROWN (Random House);Garland Roark deserting the picaresque melo- 
dramas of the high seas for a Civil War novel in THE OUTLAWED BANNER (Doubleday); a new- 
comer for the mystery fans in the Shaffers'’ WITHERED MURDER (Macmillan). Reports follow 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


February 13 


Eggleston, Magdelana Roy 
MOUNTAIN SHADOWS $3.00 


An impressionable year, almost 17, in the life of Maggy Mileris brings her 
to the milestone of maturity, has a personal derivation, and contrasts a younger gen- 
eration against their foreign-born parents in a Canadian coaltown. For Maggy, there 
is the excitement of Pay Day and the hopes of a party dress- dashed by her mother; 
there's the protective affection of an older man, Paul Warren, from Calgary, and the 
sensuous attraction of Nik- a gypsy; there are too the disappointments which face 
her friends- Heather who loses her boy in a mine accident, Lubka who is forced to 
marry a man she loathes; and finally there is a bitter scene at home- and her short- 
lived attempt to run away...The problem of growing up- and away from an alien pattern- 
is handled with understanding and sprigged with sentiment. Sincere as much of it is, 
it is also prosaic. Limited. (LC: 56-5075) 
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Reynolds, Jack Ballantine 
Cloth; $2.50 @ | 
A WOMAN OF BANGKOK Paper; $.50 | 


The story of Reggie Joyce, fresh from England and a frustrated love of his 
brother's wife, has the obvious anatomy of..a protracted lost weekend. In Bangkok he 
becomes embroiled in a miserable love affair with the White Leopard, a hardened whore 
who plays a nasty game of pounce that leads him to the verge of thievery and murder. 
Sacked by his longsuffering boss and near-victim, he comes out of the blind dive in 
time ‘to take a plane to a brighter-skied England. Sic. (LC: 56-7236) 


February 23 7 2° 


Sully, Kathleen Coward-McCann 
BIKKA ROAD $2.75 


The Hoppe family - with its swarm of children (16 and another on the way): - 
is far from an object of pity, for Horace is a father who keeps his home happy and 
Belle is adored by him - and by her children. But trouble comes with young Edie's 
beauty, with the buying of a horse, then a car, and with the older boys' vengeance 
when they pay back the man with whom they have associated Edie's vanishing. The 
worst comes when Belle dies after the birth of a baby and Horace is faced with his 
failure and the knowledge that he will be unable to keep the family together and is 
even unsuccessful in his inept attempts at suicide. A short, tragi-comic novel in 
which love is not enough when stupidity is triumphant, this cuts fast and quick. 

(LC: 56-5984) 





Yates, Elizabeth Coward-McCann 
THE CAREY GIRL 2 / 2 4 $2.75 

-+- is Kit, alone in New York, an unwanted child of divorce, and now un- 
wanted by Hugo- with whom she has fallen in love, and who does not show up for a week- 
end date. Suicide seems an answer to her unhappiness, but although she buys- and takes- 
some (rat) poison, the next morning finds her alive- and apparently well. But later 
in the day severe pain drives her to a clinic, puts her in the hands of a Dr. Brown 
who cannot save her and who knows that she has only a few days to live. At his wife's 
suggestion he brings her home with him, and together they help her to learn what life 
is- so that she can face death without fear- and through them, with them, she is at 
peace.... A small story- with an incandescent, inspirational message - oversimplified 
to be sure for a certain, conservative audience. (LC: 56-7091) 


March 9 


Shaw, Irwin Random House 
LUCY CROWN $3.95 


A difficult subject, this, and Irwin Shaw has chosen to draw it in extreme 
terms with unrelieved disaster as the answer. The Crowns were humdrum, but generally 
considered a successful couple, envied by those whose marriages had foundered. Then 
came a testing period- when Oliver left Lucy and their frail son, Tony, at a Vermont 





resort, with Bunner, Dartmouth undergraduate, as Tony's mentor and companion. Bunner © 
falls in love with Lucy - rouses her to a conviction that she is cheated in her marriage 

- and Tony stumbles on the raw facts of illicit relationships wholly unprepared. It is 

Tony who sends for his father; Lucy tries to wriggle out of it by charging Tony with 
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lying- only to have Bunner stumblingly confess. And Oliver, always so sure of his. 
rightness, appoints himself judge and jury, takes Lucy back but exiles Tony- and be- 
comes, himself, insecure, bombastic, cheap. As for Lucy- since it is her story- she 
writes herself a new role, and sees herself as youth's dream realized. A sorry tale- 
which has its end, as it has its beginning, in a French bistro. That Shaw has made 
the pattern of disintegration of three potentially good people credible is witness 
to his gift as a story teller. (LC: 55-3168) 


March 15 


Chase, Ilka Doubleday 
THE ISLAND PLAYERS $3-30/3.95 


A Caribbean island, Larabie, and its theater is the setting for the story of 
visiting stars, Carla and Chet Danforth, and the events that catch up with them. With 
more than one marriage for each, it is still an eye opener when one of Carla's husbands 
turns up as governor of the island and another with a wealthy wife to be - if she can 
be persuaded. Smuggling in a dog, trouble with the permanent company and the necessity 
of getting one of the players out from under a vengeful manager's attempts to keep him 
a drunkard, are topped off when Chet's son arrives, about to be engaged to the gover- 
nor's daughter. With a couple more turnabouts, all untangles for Carla and Chet's 
financial security - and future success. A tropical disturbance - quick in coming - 
and going. (LC: 56-5583) 


Roark, Garland Doubleday 
7 THE OUTLAWED BANNER $3.50/3,75 3. 75 


Roark shows substantial growth in this, his most mature book. Not only has 
he chosen a pattern different from that he has followed since his first success, Wake 
of the Red Witch, but he has added a new panel to the story of the Confederacy. While 
his cast of characters includes a Marylander, who wavered between throwing in his lot 
with the Confederacy, thus winning the Mobile belle he loved, and remaining true to 
his oath as an officer in the U.S. Navy, the focus of both story and characterization 
is directed towards the Southerners. The Cutlers, from staunch old fire eater, Joseph, 
to his children,- Adam, fellow officer of young Jim Hillyer, and Adria, spoiled and 
feted beauty, were rabid Southerners. Their neighbors, the Jarvises; Faustine, who 
needed to marry money; Sherrod, rascally merchantman, who brought luxuries when the 
blockade was at its tightest - these and many more play their part in a story in which 
the Confederate Navy holds the spotlight. Blocked by ineptitude, lack of materials, 
excess of officers and paucity of ships, the Navy eventually made its mark with a few 
scattered privateers, and the Alabama, operating in Arctic waters months after the war 
was over, wrote maritime history. A good yarn, and a vivid portrait of the South, 
from its gallant pride of early achievement and hope, to the tattered remnants left 
by the blight of war. Not another Gone With the Wind, but it has its moments. 

(LC: 56-5964) 


Wibberley, Leonard Little, Brown 
MCGILLICUDDY MCGOTHAM $3.00 


Timothy Patrick Fergus Kevin Sean Desmond McGillicuddy (for short) is a lep- 
rechaun assigned to the United States to have the runway of an air line, building in 
Ireland, moved from the little people's land. Caught in chewing gum, he is rescued 
by Brian O'Connor, aged 10, and his adventures in trying to get an audience with the 
President, in threatening and defying the president of the New World Airlines, together 
with his belief that "mischief is me nature", involve him and Brian in a quiz show, 
an essay writing contest, strikes, the persuading of the board of directors of the 
air line that leprechauns are a force to be recognized and properly dealt with. And 
with a bang-up parade - on St. Patrick's Day- Mr. McGillicuddy can go home to his pot 
of gold.... A small dose of innocent humor carries its story impishly. Thin. 
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March 15 


Deal, Borden Scribner © 
WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY $3.50 





Fate Laird sees his twenty year old dream come true when he buys a farm in 
the valley and moves his wife, Allie, and his 17 year old son, Clay, to their new home. 
But the better and gentler land is under the control of Book Gresham and Mr. Book is 
strong for wrong, brooding over Fate's independence which looks like defiance of his 
pervasive authority. Mr. Book drives out Brother Cox; he sets the young deputy after 
Clay, who, in trying to fit into the new pattern, takes to "tomcatting"; he is behind 
the burning of Fate's barn; and he nurtures his hate when Bodoc, whom he had won in a 
~ crap game, leaves to work for Fate. When Clay kills the deputy, there is only one - 
who is silenced - to say it was self defense; when he is pronounced guilty, with a 
sentence of death, Mr. Book refuses help; it is Brother Cox, sane again and dedicated 
to aiding individual men, who deals with Mr. Book for Clay's life. And Fate, wiser 
and saddened, leaves the valley rather than pay any tribute to Mr. Book. The deep 
South and its people developed in the slow surge of irrevocable deeds and the unending 
conflict of good and evil, in which bigness comes to little men. Homespun in texture 
and direct in its appeal. (LC: 56-5661) 


March 16 


Powers, J. F. Doub leday ae 
THE PRESENCE OF GRACE $3,502, 75 


Gently ironical stories which throw considerable light on the issues that 
predominate in the daily round of the lives of parish priests, and that loom large 
among their parishioners. There are recurrent figures,- Father Burner (met some years @ 
ago in Prince of Darkness) still hoping to succeed the aged Father Malt; Father Firman 
and his housekeeper. There is a strange interplay between the pastor who seemed in- 
different to his people, concerned only with his odd assortment of games and gadgets, 
until his over-zealous curate, Father Fabre, involves himself with a woman of no repu- 
tation, and is rescued by his pastor. Fritz, Father Malt's cat, tells some of the 
stories, from an observant feline's eyeview. One of the best stories in the lot- with 
its undercurrent of poignance- is 8lue [sland in which a lonely newcomer gets tricked 
into giving one of these parties sponsored by an agent selling household products. 

There's humor here in handling of small incidents, in oblique commentary on human 
frailties. Not for a Catholic market exclusively, but probably the major acceptance 
will be there. Powers is a writer to watch. He might prove to be a "sleeper" like 
Bruce Marshall (Remember Father Malachy’s Miracle?) (LC: 56-5963) 





March 19 


Jenkins, Sara Crowell 
SADDLEBAG PARSON $3.50 


Jared Crittenden, a new Methodist circuit preacher in a new country- the 
Florida of 1827- must contend not only with many dangers- but also with himself, the 
love of finery he has set aside, the temptation of women, and when provoked- the desire 
to fight. His itinerant course takes him from the Goodpastures' plantation- and their 
attractive new teacher, Harriet, to Pensacola where he meets up again with plainer 
Mattie Fewkes- and suspects her father of trafficking in slaves, along with the evil 
Driggers. Plague takes its toll- as does an Indian massacre in which Harriet is reputed- @ 
ly killed. Jared becomes a fighting parson- and kills- until- with the revelation that 
Harriet is alive- he is ready to return to the ministry... Worthy rather than worth- 
while, and serviceable at a rental level only. (LC: 56-5695) 











January 15, 1956 Fiction -57- 
March 19 


Keveson, Peter Dutton 
| TUBIE'S MONUMENT $3.50 


A brash burlesque of Madison Avenue manipulations takes Joe Lavingo from a 
butcher shop in the Bronx to electronic heights as Rodney Raft- and as the property 
of Benson Tubrovin (Tubie) who develops a new type television commercial for Adama 
soups based on Joe's memories of his mother's minestrone. Joe becomes a national 
sensation; his personal appearances in a Supermarket end in a riot; soup sales soar 
and Tubie has big plans which end with the news of Joe's father's suicide (his mother 
ended her days in a refrigerator) and Joe goes back to the Bronx and a meat business 
of his own... A demonstration of all the hokum in huckstering, spelled out in a 
vernacular which may be too vulgar for conservatives. The obviously obvious funny 
moments are only occasional. (IC: 56-7638) 


March 2 4/3 


Trevor, Elleston Macmillan 
SQUADRON AIRBORNE $3.50 


As in the annals of The Big Pick-Up (1955), this concentrates on a small 
portion of the war, here RAF Westhill and the men in the kites and those who maintain 
them. Young Pilot Officer Stuyckes (pronounced Stewks) has an unfortunate introduc- 
tion to the base and the men when he flubs his first landing and is chaperoned in 
from his first operation but, with the pace accelerating from German attacks getting 
closer and closer, he measures up to the Squadron Leader, Mason's, demands. Mason 
faces the loss of men and the greater loss of machines daily; sees White crack up; 
finds Felicity; and makes up a new squadron when the original is slashed to bits. 
And with the ground staff, it's the motors, the need to be ready, the little moments 
of time off, and the pride in the record of the Spitfires they salvage and of the 
fliers who tick off the MEs, Dorniers, Heinkels and Junkers...The previous book 
indicated Trevor's excellent reporting which here again is effective and there is 
besides the strong impress of the hardihood and dedication of those legendary "few". 
Good for an air-minded masculine audience. (LC: 56-7338) 


March 22 


Balchin, Nigel Rinehart 
THE FALL OF A SPARROW $3.75 


A new novel lacks the narrative excitement of his earlier books- The Small 
Back Room, Mine Qwn Executioner, and it is perhaps Mr. Balchin's exact and quite ex- 
pert workmanship which lends a deceptive substance to this story of the decline and 
fall of Jason Pellew, a sorry figure at best. Henry Payne, his only and a not too 
willing friend, provides the accounting on Jason whom he first knew as an unhappy 
youngster even prior to his parents’ tragedy, later wetnursed through some cheeky 
scrapes in boarding school. Again at Cambridge, Jason was to continue his unreliable, 
unsteady course- and along with his occasional charm, there were his fantastic stor- 
ies and eccentric gestures. There was too the attachment to the Jewish Leah who intro- 
duced him to leftist circles and helped to take him to Spain to fight. During the war, 
Leah died- on a secret mission- and Jason, attached to Payne and his "parachute test- 
ing" organization, cracked up completely after establishing a distinguished record. 
The postwar years found him drifting, dependent, and deteriorating to a series of 
foolish and criminal acts which bring him to book and sentence... A shaded portrait 
which could suggest through Jason the dubious, indecisive character of this whole 
era just before the war and extend its purpose. Many however will not find Jason 
either a likable- or particularly pitiable- character. (LC: 56-5720) 








2 
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March 23 
Anderson, Thomas cF ‘Random House 
YOUR OWN BELOVED SONS |, $3.50 & 


Based on personal experience, this story of a renAissance unit trapped behind 
enemy lines in Korea manages to escape being simply a reportorial job, and becomes in- 
stead a moving record of a sergeant to whom his men were his "own beloved sons". Stanley 
had the faculty for inspiring the men he led; he had managed always to get back without 
loss, no matter how ticklish the assignment. But in this particular case, when two 
reconnaissance jeeps were to break through to Dutch-held Hoensong, the odds were too 
great for him. They made it- persuaded the Dutch to hold on despite the loss of their 
officer in command, but on the way back to rejoin the company, the enemy closed in. It 
is a grim closeup of the fighting, but more- it is a portrait of a man's relations to 
the younger men under him. Almost unbearable in its detail, the story stands out as a 
vivid piece of war writing. (LC: 56-5218) 


March 28 7/ mT 


Clevely, Hugh Morrow 
THE WIND WAS COLD $3.50 


A first person and impenitent confession by Noel Dicton, heir to the title- 
Earl of Akesby- fills in the years which now find him running a respectable rooming 
house, in London, and hiring out as a gardener. The years fighting, in the resistance, 
do little to redeem a broken marriage to Jean- a neglected son, Keith- and now the pos- 
sibility of an illegitimate son- Folland- by a beauty parlor operator he had once known. 
Folland, a sullen, dangerous young man, is not only a threat to Noel, with whom he ex- 
changes a few surly words, but also to Terry- the daughter of a friend in America- who @ 
is now staying with Noel and of particular interest to Keith. A weekend at Akesby brings 
many matters to a crisis; Folland follows them there and attacks them- when the sea wall 
collapses and the area is flooded; Noel's cousin dies, leaving him the title- and new 
responsibilities as well as a chance to make some long overdue reparations to Jean. 
And for Keith, there is of course Terry.... Impertinent, ingratiating, this is a light 
entertainment- for rentals. (IC: 56-5868) , 


March 29 


Kauffmann, Stanley Rinehart 
MAN OF THE WORLD $3.50 


eee» is Nick, a personable, equable 35, married to Iris who no longer fills 
his specifications, and more than a little in love with the ingenuous Del. Del runs 
off to New York and Nick leaves Iris to follow her there. He lands a more desirable 
job and his relationship with Del becomes more intimate. But there are queasy moments; 
Del is inexperienced and a little inadequate with his friends- a sort of advanced Green- 
wich Village and Bucks County circle- and they finally break up on a point of ethics, 
when Nick is offered still another job which will enable him to settle an old score 
end ruin aman. The weeks pass apart- until Nick is able to resolve his professional 
and personal life with Del's approval...A rather intimate romance with a personal idiom, 
and the small talk- over and above a few mannerisms- is smart and casual. Mostly for 


rent. (LC: 56-5723) 
March 24 | ¥ 


Markandaya, Kamala John Day 
SOME INNER FURY $3.50 





3 The talented creator of a miniature epic of Indian village life in Wectar in 
a Sieve (reported 2/1/55- p. 98) turns to the pre-1947 urban scene for a novel fabricated 
upon the complexities of Indian life touched by Europeanization and a growing desire for 
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freedom. Again her heroine speaks for her - here in the form of a lovely, perceptive 
young woman of high caste, who falls in love with an Englishman whom her Oxford edu- 
cated brother, Kit, brings home on a visit. When Richard first enters the household 

of the dashing Kit, he has no awareness - in the faint ripple on the life of Mira and 
her family- of the lashing storm that ultimately breaks over them and forces the lovers 
asunder, each to assert a loyalty that cannot be denied for his own people. But be- 
fore this comes to a head, Mira and Richard experience a full love; Kit marries the 
sweet, shy Prem whom Govind, the lowering stepbrother whose path has led him to na-. 
tionalist terrorism, loves deeply; Mira works for the paper under a dynamic woman lead- 
er, Roshan, often jailed for the cause of freedom. The storm of personal and politi- 
cal passions breaks when Prem and Kit fall victims, separately, in a terrorist executed 
fire that burns the mission school, while a court, indifferent to justice, drives the 
wedge deeper between British and Indian. Again there is the sensitivity, the cumula- 
tive effect that characterized the earlier book. But it is marred for readers by lack 
of clarity in coming to grips with the real issues behind the court action, the mo- 
tives that forced the British actions. One misses the richness, the sense of inevi- 
tability, the impact of the: earlier book, while recognizing that this is superior 

to most novels in the field. (LC: 56-5983) 


March 7% \2 


Birney, Hoffman . Holt 
THE DICE OF GOD $3.95 


There's new and vigorous material here for a first rate historical novel but 
as a novel it never quite comes into focus. The central theme revolves around the 
Twentieth Cavalry under General Tuthill and the Indian wars culminating in the mass- 
acre of Little Bighorn (presumably based on Custer and his famous " ist stand"). If 
such is the fact behind the fiction, the final shreds of glamour . . martyrdom are 
torn from a figure that emerges as a vainglorious, arrogant egotist, more anxious for 
personal glory than for the men he led. One individual after another emerges- offi- 
cers, non-coms and soldiers- through flashbacks that give one a sense of a pattern 
of American life of those days. But the method of telling the story, shifting as it 
does from person to person, from present to past and back to present, demands concen- 
tration to bring the threads together. Hoffman fails, somehow, to do this for his 
readers, in part because he puts fidelity to his source material ahead of the chal- 
lenge of his story. But as a portrait of the U.S. army of those days- some 75 years 
ago- and of the approach to the “hostiles"- ("the only good Indian is a dead Indian")- 
this makes an important contribution. In the stream of popularity of Civil War books, 
this takes a step ahead to our next period. (LC: 56-6191) 


Goldthorpe, John beta de Putnam 
THE SAME SCOURGE 2: LP >} 29 $3.75 
. | 

A coldly realistic, yet adequately reverent novel depicting the followers of 
Jesus and the last months of his life, culminating in the crucifixion and the resur- 
rection. Jesus is off stage- people talk of him, report on him as seen or heard from 
a distance, but he never figures immediately and directly in the narrative. The dis- 
ciples and Mary Magdalen appear; miracles performed by Jesus are related; conflicting 
religious elements are convincingly given substance. The viewpoint is largely Roman, 
and the chief fictional character is the officer of a decury, Major Dorio. He is 
assigned the task of spying on the Essenes and the Nazarenes, and is ultimately him- 
self persuaded of Jesus' divinity. The novel is characterized by sudden violence and 
fierce personal enmity among the Roman leaders, but its purely human, emotional gamut 
runs out about there. Though vastly inferior in literary or narrative value to Quo 
Vadis, it might well appeal to some of that market, in limited degree. (LC: 56-6489) 
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March ?7 $ 


_ Arkell, Reginald Viking-Reynal if fT 
THE MIRACLE OF MERRIFORD $3.00 2,95 


Maintaining a rustic simplicity, this charts the course of an American inva- 
sion - in Merriford, England, when construction on an air base uproots the village and 
presents the aging Vicar with yet another problem. For he has persuaded himself that 
a country parish is an old man's job of which he is quite capable, even though he feels 
he should resign, and when he is informed that his church bells must not ring because 
of danger from the old rotting wood, he knows he will be unable to have them restored. 
It is through his little housekeeper, Mary, and the American who has fallen in love with 
her, Johnny Fedora, from Texas, that the bells are reset and Anglo-American amity is 
insured. A diplomatic note that will please the readers of the earlier Old Herbaceous 
and those addicted to Robert Nathan and Paul Gallico vintage goods. Decorations by 
J. S. Goodall. (LC: 56-7601) 


SHIVERS, WITHERS AND THITHERS 


March 1 


Borgenicht, Miriam Doub leday 
DON'T LOOK BACK: $2.75 


Stan Drexler, a ruthless mobster, uses medical examiner Chris Hart's small son 
to extort a certificate which will clear his brother of a murder charge. It is Carol, 
Hart's secretary, who suspects the prospective kidnapping, makes off with young Stevie 


in a desperate escape and pursuit... Feminine furor- and non-stop engagement for everyone. 
(LC: 56-5958) 
March 15 @ 
Heinlein, Robert Doub leday 
DOUBLE STAR $2.95 


Lorenzo Smythe, an actor, is persuaded to impersonate the Chief Minister, 
Bonforte, whose disappearance and non-appearance at an important Martian meeting will 
threaten an already uneasy equilibrium between the races of both planets. After an 
intense briefing for his new post, Smythe is still not above detection- by the Emperor, 
and an attempted exposure by a newspaperman. But he is able to carry on and carry it 
off, so that when it is learned that Bonforte will never return- he is ready to keep 
his identity... Not too far flung nor far fetched. (LC: 56-5961) 


Simenon, Georges Doubleday 
INSPECTOR MAIGRET AND THE BURGLAR'S WIFE $2.75 


Notified by a safe cracker's wife, Ernestine, that her husband has not completed 
a job because he found a dead body, Maigret sets on the trail of dentist Serre and his 
mother and the disappearance of Serre's second wife. With no trace of the body and a 
contemptuous acquiescence from the Serres, Maigret builds little facts into big issues 
finally to settle the score with his quarry. A footnoted dossier. (LC: 56-5966) 


Leonard, Elmore Houghton, Mifflin 
ESCAPE FROM FIVE SHADOWS 4 { $2.75 

A prisoner at Five Shadows, a territorial penal institution, is offered the 
chance, by Karla, to try for acquittal by law, or to gamble on-escaping,by Lizann, with @& 
@ gun. Corey Bowen, sentenced to 7 years for cattle rustling, fails in his first try at 
breaking out, but wins the admiration of the Apache trackers; his next attempt, timed to 
Cynamiting on road construction, looks promising but he decides for Karla's way and the 
chance to tell the world about the prison's brutal management. Flying fists and bullets. 


(LC: 55-11988 ) 
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March 26 


Robinson, Robert Rinehart 
LANDSCAPE WITH DEAD DONS $3.00 


The vandalism and destruction of priceless literature takes Autumn of Scot- 
land Yard to Oxford, its colleges and its library, Bodleian, to protect The Book of the 
Lion by Chaucer, recently discovered. The murders of the master of Warlock, and its 
Chaplain help to confuse as does the discovery of traffic in pornography while a race 
of naked dons winds up Autumn's search. Erudite and pedantic, as well as undergrad- 
uate, humor light up the donnish cloisters and line this up for more lofty dome 
sleuthing. (LC: 56-5724) 


March 27 2/72 % 
Shaffer, Anthony and Peter Macmillan 
WITHERED MURDER $2.75 


* A wickedly clever piece of mystifying presents Mr. Fathom, on the storm- 
bound Cornwall island, Cancer, and his ingenious solution of a much-needed murder. 
An assortment of hotel guests reveal deep distaste for Miss Whitely, who cracks a 
venomous whip over her secretary's attempts to be free and whose enemies are col- 
lected from the past. But:Fathom calls the shots on her murder, tags a double cul- 
prit for a fast finale. Excellent- very English. 


March 28 


Hansen, Robert P. Morrow-Mill 
MURDER IS WHERE YOU FIND IT $2.75 


Timothy MacCormack returns home to find that his partner in a fishing busi- 
ness- Joe Clark- has been murdered, that he has been fleeced- perhaps by Joe- of some 
$200,000, and that the accountant who alerted him to the missing money is also a 
casualty. The girl in Joe's life, the men in Myra's- Joe's wife, and a double indem- 
nity policy complicate and motivate this for a flash finish. Adequate for addicts. 
(LC: 56-6977) 


March 2% 17 


Hood, Margaret Page Coward-McCann 
THE SCARLET THREAD $2.75 


Fox Island, in Penobscot Bay, loses its first summer tenant when Mrs. Dyne 
is killed and Deputy Sheriff Donan must backtrack through the history of the house 
she has rented. Through the speculation of the townspeople, the tales of curses and 
ghosts, the feelings against off-islanders, Donan follows the trail of the scarlet 
thread, proves his case of murder and reluctantly catches his killer. A solid follow 
up to The Silent Women. (IC: 56-5951) 


Kelland, Clarence Budington / Harper 
DEATH KEEPS A SECRET 3/ /? $2.75 


The slick veneer of CBK's easy storytelling covers the workings of White 
Sands, New Mexico, and the attempts of foreign representatives to lift a top secret. 
Young Doctor Thomas Alva Edison Gimp is the cat's paw after his encounter with murder 
on a train and he is goaded by The Girl, more murders, the FBI - and the enemy agents 
into a manly display before the game is up. Baited and gaited. (LC: 55-12118) 
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Special Note 


No MUST BOOKS this issue, but the big book of the group 1s Van Wyck Brooks' HELEN KELLER 
(Dutton), not listed as a MUST BOOK only because there are already so many books in the 
field that we fear the market may be saturated. But on his name- as well as hers- and 
on tts selection by the Book of the Month, it rates special consideration... Richard 


Wright's THE COLOR CURTAIN (World) is more important in implication than in the handling... 


And a probable big sales item for those seeking uplift may well be YOUR PRAYERS ARE 
ALWAYS ANSWERED by Alexander Lake (Messner-Gilbert). Reports follow. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
February 25 


Smith, Charles Page University of North Carolina 
JAMES WILSON, FOUNDING FATHER, 1742-1798 $7 «50 


A steady-going biography of the man from Firth, who brought so much power and 
purpose to the service of his adopted country, considers all aspects of his life and 
offers as well a review of the development of the United States constitutional govern- 
ment. Wilson worked in the Continental Congress and influenced the 1787 convention as 
an adherent of popular sovereignty, a strong national government with a single executive 
and legislative taxation powers. In Pennsylvania he led the state to ratification of 
the Constitution, practised law and taught it. The only negative note in his activi- 
ties is the land speculation which ruined him. An amiable reference book. 


March 15 


James, Harry C. Caxton 
THE HOPI INDIANS $5.00 


A useful survey of Hopi Indian life in the past and the present covers its 
many aspects from legend and ceremony to corn growing. If Mr. James is not a follower 
of the Benedict-Boaz school of cultural anthropology, which attempts to study a tribe 
on its own terms rather than ours, he is at least a careful, patient observer and com- 
parer. He begins with a vivid description of the red and blue country around Flagstaff 
and the Hopi-Navajo reservation, and within this orientation laments the government mis- 
management that did so much to disrupt the Hopis and to rob us of a fascinating part of 
America. This is further clarified by an account of first Hopi contacts with the whites 
and the unfortunate sequences of battles and massacres that contrasted so sharply with 
the Hopi instinct for peace. Today these Mesa Indians are regaining some of their lost 
ways. Comparing the old with the new- there are descriptions of the dances, arts and 


crafts, growth from childhood, play, courtship, the community social system and so forth. 


A fair introduction, but in its value judgments, one that does little to set the Hopi up 
as an entity within themselves rather than a people different from us. Decorations by 
Don Perceval. (LC: 56-5341) 


Forster, Arnold Doubleday 
& Epstein, Benjamin R. $4.00 
CROSS-CURRENTS 


The use of anti-Semitism as a political weapon in contemporary affairs is doc- 
umented by this running record made up of dispatches from the files of the Anti-Defama- 
tion League, offering the reader an opportunity to trace the development of usage and 
immediacy in witnessing it. The authors point out that anti-Semitism is most wielded 
in the United States, the new Germany and the Middle East, and so their material comes 
mostly from these sectors with side glances at other areas. The procedures of the hate 
pamphleteers, the relation of civil liberties to anti-Semitic propaganda, the network 
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of hate merchants is revealed in the United States; Werner Naumann's significance in 
reestablishing the "Jewish problem" in Germany and the effect of cross-seas communica- 
tion and cooperation in terms of troublemaking becomes clear. Particular incidents 
for incitement such as Fort Monmouth and the Chasanow ordeal, in which there was a 
question of anti-Semitism at work, are reviewed. A convenient research piece with 
disconcerting content. (LC: 56-7657) 


March 15 


St. Johns, Adela Rogers Doubleday 
HOW TO WRITE A SHORT STORY AND SELL IT $3 .00/3+50 oe 9: 


Ability and sincerity are the two main requisites for the would-be short 
story writer, whose status is commented on in personal tones by a successful short 
story writer. The chapters, rambling and as full of repetition and anecdote as they 
are of advice, have the quality of home and fireside rather than the classroom, but 
their glow doesn't obscure certain basic principles that are common knowledge in the 
writing world:- that one must want to tell a story and not just be in the game for fun; 
that one must be willing to sweat and sweat and to concentrate on the what and then 
the how; that all good stories- no matter what the market for them- will get published. 
Doubtless the advice from such a prominent writer will be well received but we were 
disappointed in the small amount of content analysis which, when it didn't ignore our 
greater writers, gave preference to material which has a consistent mass market appeal. 
(LC: 56-5965) 

March 16 


Fletcher, David Wilson Crowell 
HIMALAYAN TEAGARDEN $4.00 


Life as an overseer at Chungtung in Sikkim, bordered by Tibet and Nepal, is 
reported by an Englishman who found the beauties of the Himalayas and the pleasure his 
family took in the life ample compensation for the responsibilities he held. As a 
sahib, he enforced sternness toward the coolies who would stray without it, practised 
forbearance and patience in seeing to their rights and wants in an unself deceived 
paternalism. There are the acts expected of authority - the leopard hunt, the snake 
killing, the wedding attendance. Domestic incidents provide encounters with wandering 
lamas, Christmas carollers from over the mountain trained by a missionary, gardeners 
enchanted by the little blond daughters. The retirement of the burra sahib empha- 
sizes the love of the mountain life. The final incident in the book ends out on the 
road as Diwali and a car disaster occur simultaneously. Offhanded, at times effective, 
this offers a rather different view than that of the American one, of a situation 
tinged with colonialism. 


March 19 


Lake, Alexander Messner-Gilbert 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS ANSWERED $2.95 


Some little stories with a large message are drawn from 25 actual accounts- 
as told to or witnessed by the writer, and offer incentive and inspiration to many others. 
The Fernalds, whose crop was ruined by rain, find the answer to their prayers in the blue 
flame of the fireplace, and driftwood logs provide a new living; the Damasch' save the 
life of their child by going to the Mojave desert and penniless, a formicary constructed 
for their child is the start of a career; a teacher, through prayer, wins her children's. 
interest and respect; an alcoholic is helped to take his last drink; a group of teen age 
hot rodders are given a reason to get off the streets; etc. etc. Most of these stories 
demonstrate the power of prayer to bring material success as well as spiritual salva- 
tion, and confidence walks hand in hand with faith. The publishers too are confident- 
and there will be a first edition of 25,000 as well as substantial promotion. (LC:56-6791) 
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March 19 


Wright, Richard World 
THE COLOR CURTAIN $3.75 @ | 


Subtitled- A Report on the Bandung Conference - this is a more important book 
than this would seem to indicate. Perhaps because the Bandung Conference, the first meet- 
ing of the 29 free and independent nations of Asia and Africa, received less attention in 
the Western Press than it rated, a book on the impressions received by Richard Wright in 
attending this conference might also be slighted. Actually, Wright sees this as "the last 
call of westernized Asians to the moral conscience of the West". One feels the reason for 
his conclusion in reading this analysis of the mood of the participants; one recognizes the 
challenge in his realization that if the West does not meet the demand, Communist China 
alone has the desire and the experience to accept the challenge. The opening speeches were 
inflammatory, without exception, reflected the antagonism towards the erstwhile colonial 
powers. But the Bandung communique was extraordinarily moderate in its tone, stressing 
economic cooperation, with all its sacrifice on the part of the West; calling for a revi- 
talizing of Asian and African cultures and religions; endorsing the principles of human 
rights and self-determination; asking for an end to surviving colonialism; requesting 
greater participation in the Security Council of the United Nations. Wright thinks the 
chances of implementing the contents of the communique are good- but that the problems 
are vastly greater than indicated. But is there TIME? How shall 65% of the human race 
be organized? The Communists of China know the magnitude of the problem. Will the West 
take the means, techniques and time? Religion and Race impressed Wright as the controlling 
factors. A personal approach- this; but a book that needs to be pondered. (IC: 56-5734) 


March 20 


Hechinger, Fred M. Macmillan 
AN ADVENTURE IN EDUCATION: Connecticut Points the Way $3.75 @ 


Norman Cousins, who contributes an important introduction to this "report about 
@ report”, served as chairman of the Connecticut Fact-Finding Commission on Education". 
He explains how this Commission simply spearheaded the work of local citizens numbering 
68,000 volunteers in a survey, state wide. The report itself is then analyzed, its find- 
ings summarized, by the Education Editor of the N.Y. Herald-Tribune. The physical equip- 
ment of schools, the aims of the system, curriculum; the quality of the teaching - what 
exists, and what can be done about it - this, while based on Connecticut, is symptomatic 
of the urgency of the school problem the country over. Some of the findings are encour- | 
aging, many of them challenging and too many disheartening, all of them important to our 
better understanding of what are the pros and cons of modern education, with its blend of 
traditional. and progressive. From Nursery Schools and Kindergartens, on up to High Schools 
and Vocational Schools the whole picture emerges. A very enlightening book for all citi- 
zens. (LC: 56-7304) | 





March 21 


Shipp, Horace Philosophical Library 
THE ENGLISH MASTERS $6.00 


Mr. Shipp is a prominent British art critic and historian and his quiet studies 
of European painters and painting have won him a good following. For this volume he has 
used some of the material from his former book The British Masters and enlarged it to in- 
clude Scotch and Welsh painters. Chronological in outline and psychological in form the 
chapters are a run-through of British painting and painters from mediaeval times to the 
early 20th century and they view art and the artist as a part of everyday life. From this 
vantage point artistic comment is human rather than technical yet in the attention it pays 
to personal detail, it does not lose sight of significant main trends such as the foreign @ 
influence in the time of the Tudors, the Puritan dampeners after the artistically beneficial 
reign of Charles I, the moralizing of Hogarth, the spiritualism of Blake and so forth. A 
clear, at times vivid, study. Illustrated with 40 plates in color and monotone. 
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March 23 


Brooks, Van Wyck Dutton 
HELEN KELLER: Sketch for a Portrait $3.00 


* Report repeated from the August 15th issue, when scheduled for fall, as fol- 
lows: "This portrait (it is certainly something more than a Sketch for a Portrait) and 
tribute has an additional commemorative value following the year which honored Helen 
Keller's 75th birthday, and without sentimental hyperbole conveys the challenge of the 
life which while “carried on always in silence, in the dark” denied all intellectual 
and many physical confines. Much of the material is of course based on Helen Keller’‘s 
own story of her life- but Van Wyck Brooks, who was to know her well during her later 
years, fills in personal marginalia. The outlines of the familiar story are of course 
here; of the childhood in Alabama prior to the advent of Anne Sullivan Macy; of the 
development of that amazing mind- and will- which took her on and through Radcliffe; 
of her books, her need to earn a living (and proud determination to do so), her writing, 
lecturing and appearances; of her work for the blind through the years; of her many 
friendships- from Alexander Bell and Mark Twain in the early days, to Jo Davidson and 
Sandburg and many others in the later years. Perhaps what emerges most clearly is the 
sense of Helen Keller's enormous curiosity and vitality, the extraordinary perceptions 
developed since more ordinary means of communication were refused her, the many intel- 
lectual interests- past and present, the people who shared her world... This friend- 
ship then should be for the world at large a happy association of writer and subject." 
Book of the Month Club dual selection for April. (LC: 55-11080) 













































Daiches, David Harcourt, Brace 
TWO WORLDS $3.50 


A literary man turns back to his boyhood in Edinburgh to examine his dual 
heritage offered by his rabbinical father,who presided over Edinburgh Jewry and was 
unofficial leader of Scotch Jewry, and by Edinburgh of the streets beyond the Daiches 
door. His reminiscence is virtually a tribute laid to the stern father who could 
express himself so well in public and found family intimacies so difficult. Dr. Daiches 
worked to prove that strict Jewish orthodoxy could exist and be respected as a part of 
the Scotch scene. He sent his children to Watson's, where David excelled and Lionel 
lounged along, and David went on to Edinburgh and Oxford. As they grew, the boys went 
beyond the straight path and narrow delineated by their father, reaching to non-Jewish 
friendships and marriage and agnosticism. Mr. Daiches evokes the atmosphere of the 
family life, of his own striving as the younger, competitive son determined to be a 
scholar, of his very conscious relation to two worlds. Proustian inflection. 

(LC: 56-6656) 
March 26 


Grattidge, Captain Harry Dutton 
as told toCollier, Richard $h 95 
CAPTAIN OF THE QUEENS 


A half-century at sea, including his 40 years' service with the Cunard Line 
where he rose to skipper of the Queen Mary and finally Commodore, standing on the 
“Lizabeth's bridge, is recalled wistfully, anecdotally and with chatty goodwill for 
ail. The floating hotel atmosphere prevails over watery perils although the Captain 
saw action in both World Wars: his ship, the Lancastria, was bombed by the Nazis and 
sunk off St. Nazaire, carrying to death more than half the 5,000 men aboard; the Queen 
\Mary, laden with troops, sliced clean through a vessel escorting her. Smugglers are 
part of his story as is the battle of the nylons, when women passengers claimed that 
soot damaged their hosiery; his daily work, however, consisted of the social life to 
which his position committed him, selecting those to be seated at his table and keeping 
political enemies apart. His guest roster is star-studded - from the Windsors to 
Churchill at Yalta, Lawrence of Arabia, Field Marshall Montgomery, Myra Hess, Bob Hope, 
Lana Turner, Malik,- magnates, potentates and millionaires of every description. And 
behind scenes are the flurry of impromptu dinners, the Swedish masseurs, confectioners, 
miles of linenware and presses working round the clock. A delight to would be hobnobbers 
but a case in which a sea dog seems turned into a lap dog. Illustrated. (LC:56-6309) 
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March 26 


Marsh, Robert C. Lippincott ,0 
TOSCANINI AND THE ART OF ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE $395 4 ee oe 


Toscanini observed in terms of career and musicianship and influence gives the 
more than casual listener an interpretative reference. Mr. Marsh points to clarity and 
accuracy and brilliance as Toscanini's greatest assets in conducting, his tendency to 
polish to a cogl finish, his weakness. His influence came in killing the lush hangover 
from the 19th Century, showing the clarity possible in orchestral performance, his atti- 
tude as a servant to music. There are references to personality but there is little pri- 
vate material here. The discography is the sanctioned one with commentary on technical 
and interpretative elements and period differences; the repertory is listed and noted as 
limited by habit as well as inclination or intuition. There is comparison with other 
leading conductors and an honest evaluation of Toscanini's brilliant and special gift. 


(LC: 56-6418) a2 
Cottrell, Leonard pe aye 7 
THE MOUNTAINS OF PHARAOHS $ po b 


* The Lost Pharoahs (Philosophical- 1951) revealed this commentator's enthusiasm 
for his subject, and now he enlarges on his material to present a broader analysis of the 
pyramids of the Giza plateau. On every page his passion for his subject is contagious, 
his ability to present it in lively fashion apparent. As a history of archeological 
development the study should find wide layman interest. Cottrell begins with an imagin- 
ary visit to the pryamids in the 7th century BC. By then the Egyptians were already an 
ancient people, and the pryamids stood only as tight lipped guardians of the past from 
which no one could obtain any answer. The first vaguely informative comments to come 
down to the relatively modern world were those of Herodotus, and Cottrell, in his turn, 
comments as liberally on Herodotus as on later observers and explorers, from the early @ 
Arabs through the beginnings of modern archeology with Howard- Vyse, on up to the recent 
discoveries,- the sun boat and the buried pyramid of Sekem Khet. Trailing diggers and 
scientists through books and first hand reports (he writes of the latest discoveries 
from his own observation), Cottrell quotes, selects and analyses. The result are some 
suspensefully sustained and evolved mysteries of the ages, as well as a sense of parti- 
cipation in the history of dynastic Egypt. Photographs. (For market link, tie in with 
Ceram's The Secret of the Hittites- see P. 877-1955). (LC: 56-5721) 


March 28 


Pate, Lloyd W. Harper 
REACTIONARY ! $2.50 


After 32 months of captivity in North Korean prison camps, Sergeant Pate has 
given us the first book-length report of the subhuman conditions which prevailed, and es- 
pecially of Communist methods of indoctrination and their effectiveness. Pate not only 
successfully resisted the Red Chinese talent scouts, but became a leader among the "re- 
actionary" group. He reduced the number of turncoats- by threats and physical force if 
necessary. The "reactionaries" were also adept at sabotage; they sowed beds of nails for 
the Red truck convoys and laid defective wires. The reader is bludgeoned throughout this 
story: Pate came from a grim home where his father was convicted of manslaughter; and 
here the exploits of battle, the long periods of starvation, dysentery, solitary confine- 
ment, and a 500 mile death march facing unbelievable cold, contribute to these annals of | 
ordeal endured with considerable heroism. For a blood-and-guts audience, which the 
political factor in this account will amplify. (LC: 56-6904) 


Furnas, J. C. Morrow-Sloane 
GOODBYE TO UNCLE TOM pb [2 $6.00 ©@ 
Mr. Furnas, a sociological sleuth, traces the myt 





of Uncle Tom to its sources 


in American history. He also unravels the invidious consequences of this myth, and exposes 
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the factual absurdities and logical chaos upon which it rests. How frequent was the 
runaway slave and what prompted him? Who was the “typical” plantation owner and his 
overseer? The beliefs, still prevalent today, that Negroes form a racial entity, 
e that Negroes were "better off" in their native Africa, that Negroes gain from the 
admixture of white blood, that Negroes are nearer to the "animal nature" than white 
men are, that the Negro soul is "simpler" and held in some "special" regard in Heaven-- 
all such pernicious, unfounded notions spring if not directly from Uncle Tom's Cabin 
then at least from its heritage. Mr. Furnas has done an immense service in the strug- 
gle against racial prejudice and stereotype thinking in general. He writes with humor 
and conviction and should attract the thoughtful, liberal reader. (LC: 56-5857) 





























Mtr theled pro ohelotras 12 Hie tule 
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Fennell, T. A., Jr. Rinehart _,. 

ORCHIDS FOR HOME AND GARDEN $2.75 3.2 U 


A beginner's book for a growing hobby, this covers all the procedures whether 
you plan to raise orchids in the house or in the garden, or even in their own green- 
house. Defining the types and families and how to buy your starter planting (with a 
look at current prices for different species and qualities), this lines up a basic 
collection and its care, goes on to dividing and repotting, insects and diseases, and 
the tricky and expert project of raising orchids from seed. The four groups - cattleya, 
dendrobium, phalaenopsis, vanda - that are easiest for beginners to grow are described; 
the epiphytes (air plants), semi-terrestrial and terrestrial varieties have their dis- 
cussion; production climate-wise (north and south) has its place; botanicals (those 
not commercialized and therefore exotic or interesting) are not omitted; there is 
greenhouse building and maintenance, extensive charting of the plants (condensing the 
previous information) and a glossary. Based on data from the Fennell Orchid Company 

@ of Homestead, Fla., this is a thorough going introduction which certainly seems to 
cover all the important things to learn. Illustrated. (LC: 56-6251) 


March ?? 


Ryan, Mildred G. Scribner , 
SEW SMARTLY $ 24295 


This is a blueprint for home dressmaking which also shows the novice seam- 
stress how to face her figure - and figure her face besides. Before any discussion 
of actual clothes there is advice on how to analyze your personality, physical assets- 
and liabilities - and what corrections line, color and cut can make. Then there is 
information on fabric, design and textiles, on thread and findings, on tools and 
equipment, pressing, sewing machines and finally the preparation of the pattern - 
-measuring, cutting, marking, sewing and fitting. Not only a worthwhile how-to book - 
for the beginner but one which will offer more than one assist to nimble - and thimbled 
- fingers. Illustrated. (LC: 56-7126) 













Beck, Robert H.- 4d. University of Minnesota 
THE THREE R'S PLUS >|! $5.00 








"What Today's Schools are Trying to Do and Why" offers a seminar, largely 
for professional purposes, and the essays discuss public education today, its pur-~ 
poses and techniques, now that the "progressive" movement has receded leaving a 
residuum which forms our "modern" system. From the broader issues of learning- 
whether this learning involves skills, knowledge or attitudes, to the practicalities 
of grouping by abilities and aptitudes based on testing, the articles range over the 
core and content of the curriculum- and its specifics;- spelling, reading, arithmetic, 
science, social studies, languages, music, home economics. Vocational education, 
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business education, and special preparatory programs are considered- as well as the im- 
portance of co-curricular activities, athletics, health, and special education for the 
handicapped. All together, the volume provides a perspective of the intentions and 
achievements of public school education today- and is a diagnosis and a defense and a 
guidepost for those engaged in this field. (LC: 56-7809) 


March PV }tb 


Jennison, Keith Viking 
THE BOYS AND THEIR MOTHER $2.75 


Husband and wife dialogues link the sections of this book about their boys - 
Chris, two years older than Nick - and the bypasses and roundabouts that parents encoun- 
ter. It shifts backwards and forwards, starting with the money problem which didn't hit 
the boys until they wanted a bike and then they worked, and saved - only to share their 
capital for a third bike for a friend. When the children were babies, Keith and Emily 
switched - he stayed home and she headed into the city and both had a lovely time; the 
unsolved mystery of how expenses always catch up with savings and extra earnings; the 
battle of bettering children's taste in music, movies, books. Then comes the move to 
the country and a winter scene in which everything in the old house conks out; the les- 
sons taught by baseball - and by a new teacher; of course something about dogs and cats - 
and sitters; next are parties and an almost dismal fishing-for-breakfast expedition; 
that happened when Chris had an emergency appendectomy and when the day came where every- 
one goofed, and it ends on an Easter Sunday. Many a familiar family fracas has a genial 
airing just as many a logical theory does not work out, and the whole has a demure and 
quiet humor that big and little leagues will enjoy. (LC: 56-6284) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 


840 Conte, Manfred- JEOPARDY- from 1/18 to 2/15 (Morrow-Sloane) 
845 Sanderson, Ivan T.- FOLLOW THE WHALE- definite date 2/20. Price from $5.00 to 
$6.00. (Little, Brown) 
885 Prescott, Orville- THE FIVE-DOLLAR GOLD PIECE- definite date 2/3. Price is 
$3.50. (Random House) 
898 Cronquist, Mabel- BIANCA- definite date 2/27. (Putnam) 
898 Karney, Jack- WORK OF DARKNESS - definite date 2/27. (Putnam) 
898 Lawrence, Lars- OUT OF THE DUST- definite date 2/2k. (Putnam) 
899 Tallant, Robert- THE VOODOO QUEEN- definite date 2/24. (Putnam) 
900 Eberhart, Mignon G.- POSTMARK MURDER- definite date 2/26. (Random House) 
18 Ertz, Susan- THE CHARMED CIRCLE- from 3/14 to 6/6. (Harper) 
20 Treece, Henry- THE GREAT CAPTAINS- definite date 3/16. Price is $2.75. (Random House) 
21 Gault, William C.- SQUARE IN THE MIDDLE- definite date 2/27. (Random House) 
26 Fortune- Editors of - THE MIGHTY FORCES OF RESEARCH- from 2/15 to 2/20. Price 
from $4.00 to $4.75. (McGraw-Hill) 
28 Pasternak, Joseph- EASY THE HARD WAY- definite date 2/27. Price is $4.00. (Putnam) 
32 Harman, Jeanne P.- SUCH IS LIFE. Definite date 3/12. Note correct spelling 
of author's surname. (Crowell) 
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Adelson, Leone | McKay 
ALL READY FOR SUMMER Cloth; $2.75 


Preceded by All Ready For Winter, this follows the rhythmic patterns of the 
other and comments closely and warmly on the coming of spring. Above ground there are 
the boys and girls waiting for the change; below ground is where the change begins. 
The buried toad feels a trickle of rain seeping down, the worm begins to turn, and as 
the warmth progresses, trees bud and new born lambs begin to frolic. Pictures in blue 
and yellow by Kathleen Elgin go with the many examples of how spring comes about. 
These will catch imaginations spring years old. (3/9. LC: 56-5381) 


Wallower, Lucile McKay 
OLD SATAN Cloth; $2.50 


The retelling of this Pennsylvania folk tale has its sass and its suds. An 
ornery but reasonable mule, Old Satan is put out when given a job on a treadmill, be- 
cause it never gets him anywhere. He fumes and frets until he drinks up a batch of 
soft soap the farmer's wife made. Soft soap proves gentling. It also makes Old Satan 
a provider of lather for all occasions and the proud owner of a shaving brush tail he 
bequeaths to future muledom. The author's red and black cartoons look scrubbed. 


® (476. LC: 56-5380) 


314 Ivens, Dorothy 3 Viking 
] THE LONG HIKE Cloth; $2.00 


Small cousins, Dorothy and Bill are in the country for the summer, and the 
country air makes them eternally hungry. The place is just a bit too far from the lake, 
so one day they start out on a hike, with a picnic basket. They stop here and there 
along the way, to see this and do that. And with each stop the picnic basket is light- 

ened so they can run more quickly back home again to be in time for lunch: Light leaf 
green drawings by the author flavor this morning's eating. J.L.G. (4/7) 


Wiese, Kurt Viking. 
THE CUNNING TURTLE Cloth; $2.00 


A "that's why" story explains the cracks on a turtle's back with neatness, 
dispatch and some drollery. Mr. Turtle, when his friend Mr. Buzzard comes along with 
his guitar on his way to a meeting of musicians in the sky, decides to go with him. 
He has fun watching the cloud supported orchestra but on his way home, inside the 
guitar, Mr. Turtle falls out and lands on a stone that cracks his back in geometric 
pattern. Aqua toned pictures by the author show surprised animals. (3/7) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Withers, Carl & Jablow, Alta- Eds. Abelard » Schuman 
RAINBOW IN THE MORNING Cloth; $2.50 
oO Nonsense rhymes, some of which are familiar and some we've never heard before 


(and are happy now to discover), amply fill the pages of this picture book. A sampling 
of first lines would include "Eenie, meenie, minie, mo", "An owl and an eel in a frying 
pan", “How much wood would a woodchuck chuck” and so forth. They are divided into 

categories such as counting-out rhymes, jump-rope rhymes and tongue-twisters. We notice 
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some of the verses have been edited so as not to offend; "nigger" for instance has been 

changed to “rabbit" in "Eenie, meenie, minie, mo". Perhaps this is begging the issue a 

little, for in sum the richness remains. Patchwork pictures in blue, orange, black and : 
yellow by Abner Graboff show amiably credulous characters. (3/18.LC:56-5900) ® 


Boyle, Joyce Abingdon Press 
TRY AGAIN TOMMY Cloth: $1.50 


Healthy stories for the vast majority of children who do not excel and who feel 
a little put out by it, have to do with Tommy's summer on the farm and the good reputation 
he earns for perseverance in everyday things. Learning to swim, fish, climb trees, etc. 
with a good degree of efficiency are Tommy's well won goals and when he saves a stranded 
cat, virtue is an exciting reward. Kindergarten age. Friendly drawings by Nancy Plummer. 


(3/12) 


Hazeltine, Alice I. & _ Abingdon Press 
Smith, Elva S.- Eds. THE YEAR AROUND $2.50 


This seasonal anthology to read aloud, includes about three hundred poems, some 
known and loved, some not so familiar, by poets that range from John Milton to Harry Behn. 
When the leaves turn brown there is Dylan Thomas' October to ponder; for Columbus Day, 
there is Joachim Miller's ballad; for Spring, Blake's Spring; for March there are lines 
from Emily Dickinson, Elizabeth Coatsworth, Wordsworth and Frances Frost. A nice collect- 
ion illustrated with tiny design-drawings by Paula Hutchison. (3/12.) . 


Funk & Wagnalls 


Burman, Ben Lucien he 
SEVEN STARS FOR CATFISH BEND $2.75 


Again the gentle yarn-spinning Mr. Burman trots out his favorite characters- 
Doc Raccoon, Judge Black, the snake, the frog, Old Joe, the alligator, and the rest- for © 
a new swampland problem-adventure. Quivering from a dastardly experience, Doc Raccoon 
comes to recount the dreadful happenings imperiling the Catfish Bend Community: the 
animals are besieged by hunters. But some smart and appropriate thinking on the part of 
Judge Black, the raccoon and their friends- as well as some digs at faulty social plan- 
_ning that sound pretty human- put the hunters to flight and leave the community at peace. 
For the Pogo Bryer Rabbit circuit in which Burman too has his following. Little drawings 
by Alice Caddy caricature jovial personalities. (4/2.10:56-7770) 


Behn, Harry Harcourt, Brace 
THE WIZARD IN THE WELL Paper over board; $2.25 


A fey collection from Mr. Behn whoseslight, fanciful rhymes are very likeable 
(see All Kinds of Time and Windy Morning) and contain their kernels of truth. There 
are thirty-one poems in all- some short and some longer. They have to do with such things 
as what makes the fairies vanish, waking when the moon is still up, a wise wizard who 
would insist on a square, blue world. They are sprightly, teasing, quick and excited by 
the wispy little moods they create. Illustrated with small, placid stylized pictures in 
blue by the author. (Publ. LC:56-5232) 


Sawyer, Ruth Viking 
THE ENCHANTED SCHOOLHOUSE $2.50 


A new fantasy by Ruth Sawyer has an Irish matrix as it reveals how small, timid 
Brian Boru took a small part of American by storm. Reading in Donegal of what a grand and 
impressive country the U.S.A. is, scholarly Brian is apprehensive when he goes to live with 
an uncle in Lobster Cove, Maine. But just as he is most desperately wondering how to stand 
up for Ireland in a new land, the loan of a fairy who lives in a teapot, comes to his aid. 
In Lobster Cove, the schoolhouse is in bad shape and the taxpayers are in a bad humor. 
But Brian and his fairy do a pied piper act, with trimmings, to make the grownups realize 
that a (h/t), school should be built. Readable. With black and white drawings by Hugh 
Troy. ? 
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The Children's Illustrated Classics Dutton 
2/29 


Dodge, Mary Mapes~- HANS BRINKER OR THE SILVER SKATES- Illustrated by 
Hans Baumhauer, in full color and black and white. $2.25. 


Green, R.L.- Ed. - MODERN FAIRY TALES- Illustrated by E. H. Shepard, 
in full color and black and white. $2.95. 


Occasional attention should be paid to the consistent improvement in the format 
of this Dutton-Dent series. The bindings in stencilled cloth are charming and suffic- 
iently durable; the typography is better, with wider marginss the quality of the illus- 
trations and the color reproduction sets a good standard. 


Treasure Books Treasure Books 
Publ. Laminated paper over board; 25¢ 


Sutton, Felix- THE TERRY BEARS WIN THE CUB SCOUT BADGE- ...quite inadvertently. 
Mel and Mal want to be Cub Scouts but have been unsuccessful do-gooders so far. Then 
they meet a baby bear in the woods, take him fishing with them, and are surprised to 
find there is a searching party for the baby and awards to Mel and Mal for its safe re- 
turn. Honeyed color cartoons by J. Robert Moore for this trick of fate are erroneous 
in showing Boy Scout rather than Cub Scout uniforms and badges. Stapled-perishable. 


Wonder Books Wonder Books 
Publ. Laminated paper over board; 25¢ 


Peters, Lisa- THE WONDER BOOK OF COWBOYS- The most prominent parts of a cow- 
boy's job are colorfully presented in a simple text and pictures by Frank Vaughn. 
Branding, roping, riding the range, chuck wagon meals, rodeos etc. are among the de- 
picted activities and the implication is that it is all play and no work. Firm stitching. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Lauregaard, Rachel Kelley Caxton 
PATTY REED'S DOLL $3.50 


Based on actual happenings in the fateful Donner crossing of the Rockies in 
1846, this is an unpretentious and smoothly written story told through the eyes of a 
small wooden doll who travelled from Illinois to California in young Patty Reed's pocket. 
As the party spends its first successful weeks out of Independence the life of a Cones- 
toga wagon train is told with gaiety and accuracy. When tragedy strikes, first in the 
form of a mortal fight between Mr. Reed and an unruly driver, and then in the dreadful 
winter, the narrative's dignity is maintained to give youngsters a stable, exciting ac- 
count. Elizabeth Sykes Michaels' drawings show originality of design. (4/10.LC:56-5038) 


West, Jerry Garden City 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AT PONY HILL FARM 95¢ 


The latest plot in the line of Hollister adventures involves horse thieves 
and a problem hobby horse. When old Mr. Stone's belongings are auctioned the Hollis- 
ters acquire an antique hobby horse in whose insides they discover some balancing 
machinery along with some plans for designing it. Mr. Stone's grandson, Gerald, can 
use the money from the sale of the design for his schooling, but before he is able to 
do that there is a real missing horse, stolen by a circus, to be tracked down by Gerald, 
the Hollisters and their blindly faithful following. Helen S. Hamilton's drawings. 


(3/5) 
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Worline, Bonnie Bess Longmans, Green 
SOD HOUSE ADVENTURE $2.50 


An. uncomplicated story of the prairie and its farms in the days when the threat @ ' 
of Indian raids was not yet past is centered around the activities of young Phoebe Dawson 

and her growth to first maturity. The Dawsons, a sizeable family who came from the East, 

are pretty well established and hope to change their sod house for a frame one soon. While 

Mr. Dawson is off on a trip to buy supplies, Mrs. Dawson goes to help a neighbor with a 

baby and Phoebe and her younger brother Hartley are left in charge. They make a commend- 

able go of things and when their parents return, further adventures include Phoebe's 

friendship with the neighbors her mother had gone to help and a gift of two horses from a 

grateful Indian chief, whose wife Phoebe and Hartley had once helped. Tame, but not with- 

out its own kind of young excitement. (3/28.1C:56-7870) 


Baker, Charlotte | McKay 
: THE GREEN POODLES $3.00 


Deserting the setting of the Northwest for Texas- and shifting back again to the | 
8-11 age group (her last two were sheer melodrama for the teens), here is a good yarn 
complete with dogs, a newcomer in the family, a mystery- and a happy ending. There are 
mixed feelings when the Greens of Pond Farm learn that an orphan cousin from England, Fern, 
is coming to them in Texas. Twelve year old Allan is pleased; he will have a playmate. 
Fern brings with her a champion silver poodle, Juliet, and - strange baggage - her half of 
a one time valuable portrait of an ancestor, Nathaniel Green. As the season advances, the 
youngsters are absorbed in training Juliet's puppies, and in planning for a dream kennel. 
Then comes their chance, when they help catch a thief set on stealing Fern's picture. The 
eventual disposal of the painting to a museum nets enough money to provide the start of 
the hoped-for kennel. Pictures by the author. J. L. G. :(3/23.10:56-5378) 





Waugh, Dorothy McKay @ 
MURIEL SAVES STRING $2.75 
Mr. McDuffie would be proud of his pupil, whose story is told in a righteous | 
dull little piece about Muriel, who saved string (and ribbons and such), and her brothers, 
Robert and Douglas, who teased her (but not enough). Then Uncle Rufus comes to visit and i 
makes them see Muriel's virtue. They turn about and make furniture for her dollhouse, | 
and when they win a prize with it at a fair, Muriel's box produces the blue ribbons. Awk- 
ward illustrations by the author add nothing to a trite story. (3/23.1C:56-5379) , 


Anderson, Neil Messner 
BUZZ WANTS A BOAT $2.50 


Life in Westfair, Connecticut, on the Sound, begins for young Buzz Baker when 
his parents buy a new house in one of the developments there, and during the episodes | 
that follow we get some amusing child's eye views of things. There is moving day when the | 
van brings its load of mud as well. There is the drive-in theatre where all the kids go 
in pajamas so they can sleep during the second show, only it's their parents who do the 
Sleeping. There are parties, a museum expedition, the summer holiday and, at last, a row 











boat for the nautical minded Buzz. Pictures are by Corinne Boyd Dillon. ?. 10 :56-6783) 
Watkins, Richard Thoh’s Nelson 
MILLIKEN'S ARK $2.75 


---which lies dilapidatedly and enticingly in the small harbour of Santa Isabel, 
in Southern California, is the hulk which proves the instigation of some scapegrace to 
heroic activity in light vein. Ken, Tad, Bill and Curly are the nucleus of the boys 
around which the shore life buzzes, and Milliken is an absent-minded ex-pet shop owner. 
Episodes following Ken's employment as assistant-assistant harbour master include the il 
selling of Milliken's pets, the problem of making money with the houseboat, raising an & 
abalone sloop, a visitor from the mountains, yacht races etc. The end sees the boys 
firmly established with their own club and a solid tradition to live up to. Comical 
drawings by Glen Dines for these sailing sallies. (4/6.LC:56-6467) 
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Walt Disney Library Simon & Schuster 
Publ. Paper over board; ea.$1.00 
WALT DISNEY'S ADVENTURES OF ROBIN HOOD 
WALT DISNEY'S DAVY CROCKETT AND MIKE FINK 


These are based on the recently released movies. We can say little more about 
their stories here except that they will please the audience who wants simple heroes 
and takes more pleasure in learning about them filtered through the silver screen. Both 
books are illustrated with fair reproductions of colored stills from the movies. 


Brink, Carol Ryrie Viking 
FAMILY SABBATICAL $2.75 


* A lot of funny things happen on these further adventures of the Ridgeways, a 
midwestern professor, his mystery-writing wife and their family, who are on a year's 
leave of absence in Cannes and Paris. Susan is the twelve year old diary writer whose 
misspelled observations have their own authority; George keeps busy being a ten year 
old in France; and Dumpling, seven,is as prodigious as she was in Family Grandstand. 
Among the things that happen to the Ridgeways are their taking up residence in a Grand 
Hotel near the sea, a friendly governess whose literal translations from French to 
English are “supaire dupaire” humor, a live if aged Austrian princess discovered by 
Dumpling and so forth. All very contagiously in the spirit and the groove, and de- 
lightful. Line drawings by Susan Foster. (4/7) 


. Robertson, Keith Viking 
THE PILGRIM GOOSE $2.00 


A pleasing study welds together some interesting links that marked the history 
of the Pilgrim Geese and their descendants. Watchful, loyal and intelligent animals, 
geese have gained an international distinction. A sampling of their part in Americana, 
told through experiences in various generations of the Greene family of Lost Valley, 
in northeast Connecticut, has its charm. In 1690, a grandmother tells how the geese 
accompanied her on the Mayflower. In 1775 Jonathan Greene's geese are killed by 
British soldiers but they leave an inspiration to rebuild a war torn country. A century 
later a Lost Valley goose stays with another Greene descendant after a bad fight with 
& bobcat and lastly, at a present day poultry show in Boston, a pair of Pilgrim Geese 
inspire a new set of Greenes to raise them in the country. Quietly interesting. 
Illustrated with line drawings by Erick Berry. (3/2) 


Winston Adventure Books Winston 


4/2 e3.;5 $1.75 


Ashley, Robert- REBEL RAIDERS- An account of the Confederate plan to disrupt 
the towns along the U.S.-Canadian border, during their failing months of the Civil War, 
is given in simplified form through the adventures of Lt. Ben Young, who led the raid 
on St. Albans, Vermont, and his young cousin Davie. To put their doings in story forn, 
the author has invented plausible sets of circumstances that stem from their plan to 
escape from a Union prison camp near Chicago. When they are successful in reaching 
Canada, Ben and Davie are detailed to help run the blockade to Wilmington, N.C. But 
it is their contact with Clement Clay, the Confederate Commissioner in Canada, that 
brings them into the plans for the St. Albans raid, in the hopes that it will counter- 
act the victories being won by Grant, Sherman and Sheridan in 1864. The subsequent 
double trial in Montreal is telescoped into a single trial, with the outcome that Ben 
and Davie are freed from blame for acts authorized by the Confederacy. Floyd J. Tor- 
bett's drawings. (LC: 55-5016) Man, land Gdoertire 


Long, J.C.- BAPREE-OF-FHE SEVERN- The Royalist-Puritan controversy, as it was 
carried out in the colonies, is pared down to basic elements and some trite adventure as 
Amos Faithfull, a Puritan orphan, emigrates to Maryland. When Amos arrives in Baltimore 
in 1653, it is doubtful whether Governor Stone will concede to Puritan demands for indi- 
vidual freedom or to the Royalist provision that Lord Baltimore shall have complete au- 
thority. Amos is lucky in finding a sympathizer, Mr. Preston, to go to work for but as 
he begins to enjoy life on Preston's lands near the Severn, events come to a head. Stone 
and his forces set out to threaten the Puritans and when more than threats prove neces- 
sary, there are some full battles before the Puritans win the right to disassociate 
themselves from allegiance to Baltimore. Drawings by Joseph’ C. Camana. (LC: 55-6453) 
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Carlson, Bernice Wells Abingdon Press 
ACT IT OUT $2.00 
A practical handbook for eight to eleven year old theatrics covers types of © , 


drama from simple acting games to short plays and its suggestions and directions are 
backgrounded with the principles of improvisation and originality. A general definition 
precedes each of the sixteen sections- on acting games, pantomime games and plays, 
dramatic stunts, skits, plays, pageants, puppeteering and so forth. Within each chapter 
there are enough particular examples of pantomimes, skits, etc. on familiar themes, to set 
the ball rolling either among the kids themselves or with an adult's help. Briskly illus- 
trated by laszlo Matulay. (3/12) 


Graham, Alberta Powell Makers of America Book} Abingdon 
CLARA BARTON, RED CROSS PIONEER $1.50 


A simple biography of Clara Barton by a frequent contributor to this series 
(see Christopher Columbus, Discoverer; La Salle,. River Explorer, etc.) telescopes the 
events of a revolutionary life and presents them in easily digestible form. The coverage 
of Clara Barton's activities from the earliest instincts for nursing, through the Civil | 
War and on to her part in the Red Cross, is fairly complete. But the concentration has 
dried the narrative and we are wondering whether children who can read and ask questions 
won't want a longer book about her. Neat drawings by Clifford N. Geary. (3/12) { 


— 


Pearl, Carleton Little, Brown 
2 THE TENTH WONDER: ATOMIC ENERGY $3.00 | 


This survey of atoms, their structure, discovery and the uses to which their 
energy can and has been put to use, is a clear basic text that should satisfy beginning 
interests at any age level. Chapters include material on the atomic make up of matter, q 
how scientists developed the atomic theory, the first chain reactions, the development © 
of machinery to produce them on a larger scale and the meaning of this for mankind. 

Wartime uses have been the most outstanding and after commenting on these Mr. Pearl 
branches out to present a more extensive picture of the behaviour of particular kinds of 
atoms and their growing use in all fields from medicine to submarine engines. Well chosen 
specific examples give a concreteness to the general information here. Illustrated with 
handsome wash drawings and diagrams by Robert J. Lee. (2/16.LC:56-5624) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 





Greene, Marjorie Sherman | Abelard-Schuman 
COWBOY OF THE RAMAPOS $2.50 


* This well written and well researched story of the later years of the American 
Revolution presents one of its lesser known aspects, the robbing of Washington's supplies 
after he had driven the English back to New York and had stationed his forces in what is 
now Rockland County. Claudius Smith, leader of the Ramapos gang, plundered the loads 
coming from Dutch farmers. In the attempt to rout him out, Washington uses 17 year old 
Geoffrey Blackburn, who knows the territory and how to live off it, as a spy and scout. 
Geoffrey's adventure, told tightly, builds up to a good climax that also has its share 
of sympathy for the bravery of Claudius Smith who was equally convinced of his own loyal- 
ties. Above average. (2/24.10:56-5907) 


French, Paul (2 Doubleday 
LUCKY STARR AND THE BIG SUN OF MERCURY $2.50 


The latest adventure for brilliant, modest Lucky Starr, agent for Earth's 
Council of Science some centuries hence, starts the minute Lucky sets foot on Mercury 








to investigate the mysterious accidents gumming up Project Light. Project Light has to @ 
do with the principle of hyperspace, an arrangement whereby things are freed to travel 

faster than the speed of light. Using this fact, Earth can establish a series of space 

stations to regulate the sun's rays so that it will have light and good weather, when 

and where it wants it. But this regulation will, in turn, make Earth more vulnerable to 
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attack from the warlike inhabitants of the Sirian system. In a misguided wish to pre- 
vent this, Dr. Peverale, an elderly astronomer, is using a Sirian robot which he had 
previously acquired, to stop Project Light. Lucky intervenes in time. (4/5) 


Brucker, Margaretta 
BIG, BRAVE AND HANDSOME 


Farrar, Straus- Ariel 


$2.75 — 


e+eeis Denny, football hero of Little Harbour, but doubtful of his aims is 
Jill, the girl Denny has chosen. Much as Jill loves him, Denny's plea for an early 
marriage, after which he is sure he can become a professional ball player, is in di- 
rect contrast to Jill's convictions that education and wise planning count more. There 
is a troubled break-up. Denny fails to get a contract and joins the Navy. Jill al- 
most but not quite forgets him and is happy when he returns a wiser boy. This, against 
the background of a small summer resort town with its variety of people, presents 

some earnest romancing. (3/23, Le: 56-6167 ). 


Dillon, Eilis Funk & Wagnalls 
THE HOUSE ON THE SHORE $2.75 


Another involved Irish shoreline mystery (see The Lost Island and The San 
Sebastian) is told by young Jim O'Malley, 16, who is sent by his mother to seek out 
his miserly uncle, Martin Walsh, in Cloghanmore. Arriving on foot after a two day hike 
over the mountains, Jim is made wary by the townspeoples' unkind remarks about Walsh 
and is even more on edge when he finds his uncle's house empty and overhears some mys- 
terious talk between Pietro and Miguel, an Italian and a South American, whose export- 
ing business has brought their small boat to the town. To his surprise Jim finds Walsh 
up a tree, hiding from Pietro and Miguel who have come to “bargain" for his cache of 
gold cups. For years Walsh had been content alone with his cups, but his discovery by 
the two ruffian sailors had forced him into stealing some of the town funds in hopes 
they would take him with them to Brazil. But evil intentions are realized and Jim 
happens along in time to prevent complete disaster. A neatly plotted Irish study. (4/2) 


Hall, Marjory Funk & Wagnalls 
MORNING GLORY $2.75 


A disappointing career-romance emphasizes love rather than work and lowers 
its sights to aim at the broad target of unsettled girls who aspire to marriage alone 
as the fulfillment of happiness. Flighty mineteen-year-old Gloria lives with her more 
serious older sister, Janet, whose admonitions about moping and moaning get Gloria to 
take the first step towards being a more sensible person. She leaves her job as a 
clerk at a food produce company, then changes a second time to be a receptionist at an 
ad agency where she falls in love with Russ, one of the young executives. The chance 
to become Russ's secretary brings its emotional complications, but the two give it a 
chance to work out during the months they have in which to decide about marriage. Not 
as aspiring as Marjory Hall's other novels of the same ilk. (4/? LC: 56-7777) 


Wells, Helen Funk & Wagnalls 
A CITY FOR JEAN $2.75 


There is a strong contradiction in terms in this story of a seriously under- 
taken career in New York City social work that turns out to be nothing more than a pre- 
paration for marriage to a travelling engineer. Jean, a girl from upper New York State, 
comes to the city and throws herself energetically and wisely into some tough case his- 
tory work in the city's lower east side- and there are some passable accounts of her 
relationships with spiritually and financially needy families whom she helps to set 
aright. Yet there is Jean's ever present worry about Dick Wilson. He is the type who 
"can't see" Jean's job and,though he improves to the point of admitting its worth, it 
is Jean who will be the fish out of water when she leaps at the chance to marry him 
by reasoningthat the welfare work background will help smooth their family life. 

Faulty. (4/7) 
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Barnes, Arthur K. Gnome 
INTERPLANETARY HUNTER $2.75 


Venus, Mercury, Jupiter and Neptune are among the territories visited by Gerry © 
Carlyle, famous woman animal trapper from the London Zoo, in some annals that are more 
frivolous than science fiction. On Venus, Gerry picks up Tommy Strike, who begins to 
help her hunt for zoo specimens. On Mercury, she and Tommy become fiances, and trap 
some Mercurian beasts. On Jupiter there is the awful bi-sexual Cacus who resists almost 
every attempt to capture it. So it goes, through a set of fantasies interlaced with 
some very familiar slapstick brought on by Gerry's "attempt" to be manly and womanly at 
the same time, though without the fate of a Cacus. (2/20) 


North, Andrew Gnome 
PLAGUE SHIP $2.75 


Centuries hence, Dane Thorson and the galactic free trade company he works for, | 
come up against a tough problem on the planet Sargol. Hoping to win the contract to 
trade in Sargol's gems and perfumes, Dane and his co-workers on the Solar Queen move into 
the territory after Traxt Cam, a company who formerly had the rights, fell prey to pirates. 
But the tempting gems and perfumes don't allow the free traders a free hand. Rivals step 
in and, using devious methods, plant lethal beasts aboard the Solar Queen so that it is 
branded a plague ship. The free traders get into trouble with the law while defending 
themselves, but when their case is tried, beast and rivals are duly brought to light. 
Intricate planning and a vivid imagination on the part of the author make this a sensible 
kind of science fiction. (2/1) 


Pinkerton, Kathrene 7 Harcourt, Brace 
SECOND MEETING $3.00 


Vicky, who lives on Rampart Bay near Juneau, Alaska, and Phil, a painter from 
New York with a scientific bent, meet for the second time when Phil returns to the place 
he had come two years before to do a booklet on Tlingit Indian art. On his previous 
trip Phil had inspired Vicky with a love of photography and a longing to see him again. 
When she does, it is a surprise to them both, for Phil has landed a lucky opportunity to 
accompany the rich Craigs on a small scientific expedition they are financing, part of 
which is to study Tlingit culture. The fly in the ointment proves to be Gilda, Amos 
Craig's daughter, who proves to be inadequate when she corrals an extra load of responsi- 
bility- but Phil and Vicky are able to do their bit to make the venture, and their future 
together in New York, a success. Heavier on romance than either art or anthropology this 
still makes a point for creative work. (4/5.1C:56-6919) 


Armstrong, Richard Houghton, Mifflin 
COLD HAZARD $2.50 


A tight story of five weeks in the cold North Atlantic centers about a rival- 
ry between two apprentice seaman from a shipwrecked British freighter on its way to 
Newfoundland. Pibworthy and Naylor are the boys and Naylor has been made temporary third 
mate, a step over the more personable Pibworthy's head, just as their ship the Drumlogan 
strikes an iceberg. In the escape, Naylor and Pib find themselves in the same boat along 
with three others and there are some nasty moments with elements and temperaments before 
landfall brings both emotional understanding and physical relief. Written on a junior 
level, this does not plumb great psychological depths, but it is tense and honest. Draw- 
ings by C. Walter Hodges. (3/15.10:56-5544) 


Edmonds, Richard W. Macrae-Smith 
YOUNG CAPTAIN BARNEY $2.75 oe 


--- is extremely young, fifteen to be exact, when circumstances put him in 
charge of a ship bound from Baltimore to Nice with a cargo of wheat. Events leading up 
to this are Joshua Barney's apprenticeship on Chesapeake Bay pilot boats and a bad time 





as second mate to an overbearing brother-in-law, Drysdale. It is when Drysdale dies at i 
sea that Joshua becomes captain of the ship and with the support of the men under him 1 
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decides to continue on their way to the Mediterranean. There is a pleasant sojourn in 
Gibraltar, a spot of trouble with Moors,etc.,before Joshua returns- to the prospect of 
war but jubilant with success. We have heard of young captains before and were con- 
vinced by the serious tone of Joshua's early adventures. It was only after some pages 
that the quietly grandiose descriptions of Joshua, a Walter Mitty in embryo, dashed 
our credulity against the rocks. (4/? LC: 56-6182) 


Malvern, Gladys Macrae Smith 
STEPHANIE $2.75 


A fictionalized biography of Stephanie de Beauharnais, niece of Josephine de 
Beauharnais and a darling of the French court between 1805 and 1810, is a fairly sub- 
stantial study of the period as far as teen age novels go, and contains a satisfying 
romance. Brought to Paris at last from a life in exile in the south, Stephanie was 
sent to the fashionable Campan school for young ladies and when she emerged she, as 
Josephine calculated, greatly strengthened the position of her aunt at court. Even 
Napoleon was fascinated with her. But with plans for Stephanie to marry Charles, 
Prince of Baden, the story becomes more particularly her own. A light headed coquette, 
Stephanie easily managed to kill the good Charles’ devotion for her during the first 
months of marriage, but with a change of mind and heart that came with experience 
Stephanie settled down to being a serious wife and helper and regained the love o.: 
her husband. A well rounded if honey-hued period piece. (3/? LC: 56-618) 


Parker, Richard | McKay 
THE THREE PEBBLES > 7 5tt 


* A suspenseful reconstruction of the French attempt to colonize Florida in 
1564 is told through the eyes of Pierre,a Huguenot in his teens. In hiding in Le Havre, 
Pierre meets Gambi and Red. Though Gambi is of questionable personal loyalty and Red 
is of more honest stuff, the three find that their humors click and they become part- 
ners in adventure, going aboard the Elizabeth of Honfleur and sailing.under Rene de 
Laudonniere. Scrupulously fair, yet sick and irascible, Laudonniere often proves a 
divisive element among his officers. There are problems with the Indians too and the 
off-again-on-again relations caused by Fourneaux and his following, who would rather 
hunt riches than settle and farm, are a thoroughly disrupting element. Battles and 
famine follow. Gambi, who sells out to the Indians, perishes. At last, faced with 
the grim prospect of sailing back to France in a rotting ship, Red, Pierre and Laudon- 
niere are saved by a British fleet sailing up from the Caribbean and can return, rich 
in experience if nothing else. Sound, vivid storytelling. Drawings by William 
Ferguson. (4/6) 


McDonald, Lucile & Ross, Zola H. Nelson 
MYSTERY OF THE LONG HOUSE $2.75 


Romance teams up with archaeology here for a teen age level of studious tone. 
The setting is Cordova Island on Puget Sound (a territory already written about by the 
authors in Stormy Year and Mystery of Catesby Island) and the task is to find the long 
house of Chief Yallocom, who had been alive at the time the whites first came. Working 
on the digging site are a group of students from a Washington University, led by Paul, 
an instructor, and his wife Cicely. They are all intent on their work but the first 
disturbance in their routine is Barbara, Cicely's flighty younger sister who would be 
gayer than the students are. The second is a local skeleton. The feelings it rouses 
among the local people against the students threatens to destroy their project and their 
futures. But all turns out well. Cordova will become a beneficial state park and 
Barbara becomes serious enough to attract one of the students. (4/12. LC:56-6466) 


Lathrop, West Random House 
DOG OF THE NORTH $2.95 


Long drawn out as an Arctic winter, this narrative details young Cleeve 
Britton's search for Alaskan gold and for claim jumpers, in the course of which, and 
with the help of his black malamute, Jet, he strikes pay dirt. Cleeve lives with his 
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widowed mother who runs a bakery in Bettles, but the yen for mining is in him. He hears 

of a strike up near Beaver City and, simultaneously, of a jump on the strike, and events 

soon embroil him and Jet in a chase after the Ruskin brothers who are doing their best to : 
rob Uncle Sim's Beaver City strike. The brothers caught, Sim distributes his claim among 

those who have helped him out and the disbursement sees Cleeve, Jet and his mother well 

provided for. (3/5.10:56-5449) 


O'Connor, Patrick Ives Washburn 
THE BLACK TIGER 3 $2.75 


This story, set in and around Hermosa Beach, California, is completely pro hot 
rodding and sports car racing, of the more planned and sensible variety, though its facile | 
characterizations are deeper of the cars than of the men and boys who run them. Woody, 17, 
works for Worm, a top mechanic and a good Scot, who has had a racing background with some 
psychological upsets. Then Randy, another Britisher, arrives for a race meet with the 
Black Tiger, a dream of a car made in Milan. Woody is thrilled just to be near it. The 
Black Tiger has a bad reputation, further blackened when it kills Randy, but Woody, faith- 
ful and determined, works on the car and races it to win a third that is a spiritual 
triumph for himself and Worm. For the enthusiasts. (4/7) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Criss, Mildred Dodd, Mead 
FAMOUS SAINTS $3.00 


A definition of saintliness and its various qualities, drawn from the Beatitudes 
and their interpretation by St. Thomas Acquinas, precedes a brief collection of biographies 
of well known saints and the particular ways in which they fulfilled the requirements for 
canonization. Included are portraits of the Holy Family, John the Baptist, Mary Magdalen, @ 
St. Jude, St. Paul, the travelers' saints, Christopher and Bernard, St. Francis, Joan of 
Arc and St. Theresa of Lisieux. A calm respect in the writing and a pinpointing of the 
cruces in these persons' lives makes this a good reference book of religious sketches. 


(3/26 .10:56-6800) 


Viston Books Farrar, Straus 


ea. $1.95 


Diethelm, Walter, 0.S.B.- ST. PIUS X, THE FARM BOY WHO BECAME POPE- A simple 
and devoted tribute to Giusepe Sarto who was to be recognized as saintly in his time 
begins with a portrayal of him as Bepi, the eldest son of his farmer father in Riese. 
While struggling with the desire for the church and the need to help at home, a scholar- 
ship to study in the seminary at Padua enabled Bepi to take the first step towards the 
higher learning necessary for the priesthood. He was ordained at 21, by special dis- 
pensation, and his following duties as an assistant cure in Tombolo earned him the repu- 
tation as a wise, loving and continually energetic man. As pastor at Salzano, Giusepe 
Sarto's Christlike charity became more evident and his appointment as bishop, cardinal 
and then pope strengthened his inner being. His deeds as Pope included canon law revision 
and the arrangement to accept children for earlier confirmation. For small deeds as well 
as large, people called him a living saint. (3/23.LC:56-5990) 


Pauli, Herta- BERNADETTE AND THE LADY- This is a good biography of Bernadette 
by a writer whose sympathies are strengthened by realism. To the familiar events of the 
visions, the sudden bubbling up of the spring that was to heal, the public astonishments 
and theological arguments over a miracle that came through a young girl, Herta Pauli adds 
an individual freshness that makes the story very rereadable. Light line drawings by 
Georges Vaux have religious dignity and French charm. (Publ. 1C:56-5200) 
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Barrow, George Harcourt, Brace 
YOUR WORLD IN MOTION $2.95 


Yet another explanation of atoms and their energy as it makes our world and 
the universe go round presents an efficient survey of the natural world from the point 
of view of motion. Starting with the general Mr. Barrow accounts for part of the vast 
network of everyday seen and unseen motion- from the movement of trees in the wind to 
molecules in rock- and successfully presents the idea of a world that is never com- 
pletely at rest. From this oasis he proceeds to enlarge on molecular motion, the 
source of energy, air and the weather, engines and the origin of fuels, light and 
clectricity, sound waves, communications and so forth, A well worked study that should 
prove useful as supplementary reading and fascinating material where the interest 
exists. Mildred Waltrip's drawings. (4/2 LC: 56-5575) 


Douty, Esther M. Henry Holt 
BALL IN THE SKY $2.75 


* The biography of a little known American saeronaut and balloonist, John Wise, 
who came from a German background near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, has a seriousness and 
a fluid style which make good teen age reading. A man ahead of his time, John Wise 
lived during the nineteenth century. The remarkable thing was that he actually made 
his living as a balloonist when people thought flight was fantastic. By refusing to 
let ridicule rankle him, Wise continued the experiments he had started in boyhood, de- 
cided not to be either a minister or a cabinet maker and availed himself of whatever 
aeronautical knowledge he could. People like Professor Mitchell of the Franklin Insti- 
tute in Philadelphia gave Wise what help they could and with supports no stronger than 
the precarious balloons he went aloft in, he managed to attract enough attention to be 
able to devote his life to flight. Outstanding accomplishments and deeds were the dis- 
covery Of the air current we now call the Jet Stream, improvement of balloon safety 
devices, unfulfilled plans for Civil War ballooning and a nearly successful start across 
the Atlantic. These surface failures merely added to the conviction of the value of 
his work. Exciting. Drawings by Douglas Gorsline. (4/? LC: 56-6226) 


Grant, Madeleine P. McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
WONDER WORLD OF MICROBES $2.50 


An efficient accounting of microbes, their behaviour and its effect on man- 
kind comes from the author Biology and World Health (Abelard- 1955). Prefaced by a 
brief history of their discovery with reference to Leuwenhoek and Pasteur, the main 
chapters include material on habits, appearance and structures of various kinds of 
bacteria, and how they fight or help and are fought or used by humans. Within the 
sections there arefairly full descriptions of different forms- molds, spores etc.- 
what they like and don't like to eat or attack, signs by which they can detected in 
food or as causers of disease. A last chapter is devoted to the story of polio 
vaccine. Good in its field. Drawings by Clifford Geary. C1) 


_Haycraft, Molly Costain Shelf of Biographies— Messner 
QUEEN VICTORIA $2.95 


A biography that is not especially concerned with politics or broad social 
effects nevertheless gives some enlightening, and endearing, personal insights into 
a character that was perhaps not so Victorian as the era it created. The narrative 
has much of the quality of direct on the scene reporting as it accounts for Victoria's 
youth and such high points in her career as the quarrels between her mother and King 
William IV, the first meeting with Melbourne and parliament, the coronation, love and 
marriage with Albert, and, cursorily, the tenures of Peel, Palmerston, Disraeli and 
the expansion of the Empire. But in its light treatment of the more important outcomes 
of Victoria's reign, it is too bad that the book takes on the character of the many 
recent articles on present day English female royalty rather than the seriousness which 
might lead to a reading of Lytton Strachey's biography. te 56 :6788) 
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Schoor, Gene Shelf of Biographies - Messner 
THE PEE WEE REESE STORY $2.95 


Schoor's baseball hero this time is the Dodge shortstop of long fame. Covered @ 
in this writer's familiar big build up style, the events in Pee Wee's life compass a 

Kentucky boyhood where his size threatened to prevent him from becoming a ball player, a 

chance with the minors that led to the Brooklyn training camp in Florida where he proved 

he could cover the field "like an octopus". The war and some baseball injuries put their 

kinks into his playing life but his spirit was as good as his comeback was for the many 

fans who will read this. Photographs. (4/4),10 256-6795) 





Landmark Books Random House 
2/12 $1.50 
* North, Sterling - ABE LINCOLN: Log Cabin to White House- This is head and shoul- 

ders above the average run of stories and biographies of Lincoln for the junior readers. 
Avoiding eulogy and sentiment alike, Sterling North lets the facts of Lincoln's life 
speak for themselves. He incorporates into his narrative quotations from records, refer- 
ence to contributions made by other biographers, and broadens the base of his outlook. A 
real sense of time and place develops, and, against this, the characterization of the young 
Lincoln takes form, stressing his increasing interest in law and politics in Springfield, 
showing him humbly troubled by his inadequacies in work; and in courtship of the determined 
Mary Todd. A successful portrait. Illustrated by Lee J. Ames. 


Billings, Henry Viking 
BRIDGES IN THE U. S. $3.50 


*Beginning well before the time and the place where the river meets the road, Mr. 
Billings explores American bridges and bridge building with an imagination that makes his 
interpretation of the subject singular. There is clarity of organization too. His dis- 
cussion of the modern bridge building era is preceded by geological reference to the 
structure of the land, by what we know of ancient bridges jand ducts, and by the tie be- © 
tween bridges and our growing traffic problem. From this we move to bridge history and 
types, told through descriptions of 19th century wagon bridges, the stone arc and metal 
truss, the revolutionizing steel structures, and,with this, special mention of built and 
unbuilt bridges in congested areas today. Much has been written on the subject, but there 
is a new fascination and completeness in this survey. (4/7) 


Clement, Marguerite Viking 
IN FRANCE $3.00 


A rosy view of the land of perfumes, cheeses and joves de vivre surveys France 
through its history and across the present. Topics discussed are France's geography and | 
climate, her course from Roman times to World War II, the old Paris and the new; family 
life; youth; general activity in the fields of agriculture, industry, government and fash- 
ion; holidays, architecture, the countryside, and cathedrals. Companionably written and 
very prettily illustrated with drawings by William Pene du Bois, this should be a good 
bon voyage gift or pleasure for the interested stay-at-homes. (4/7) 


Webb, Nancy and Jean Francis Viking 
THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS $3.50 


The authors, who wrote Golden Feathers (Bouregy & Curl- 1954), a well planned 
historical novel of one of the ancient Hawaiian kings, have come up with a solid and ex- 
plicit history of the Islands. Armed with extensive research and an economic style of 
writing, they have managed to describe principal periods and personalities with a maxi- 
mum of color and clarity and logical interpretation. We learn of the volcanic formation 
of the islands and the first wave of migration, probably from Asia, in about 500 A.D. 
These people, of which little is known, died out and were followed by another migration 
from Tahiti about five hundred years later, which was to form the Hawaiian society whose 
vestiges died out in the last century. As the material goes on to tell of the fierce 
Kamehameha, the coming of the white man and the peculiar sets of circumstances that gave 
the islands their characteristic development, marked by tolerance and strife alike, there 
is a firm touch to this record that does much to account for the personal, religious, po- ‘ 


litical and economic influences that have made Hawaii what it is today. Good Ents and 
good reference. Dramatically illustrated with drawings by Isami Kashiwagi. (4/7? 
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Relisted for Young Adults Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 
Malvern, Gladys- STEPHANIE Macrae Smith 
North, Andrew- PLAGUE SHIP Gnome 


Brick, John Doubleday 
JUBILEE . $3.95 


Another significant contribution to the literature of the Civil War presents 
a portrait of the Union forces involved in Sherman's "march to the sea". The particular 
unit Brick has chosen is the 20th corps from Highland Landing, N.Y., led by a West 
Pointer, Jeff, who is from the same town. What kind of man Jeff becomes and the steps 
by which bitterness and resentment become worship and admiration- all this adds up to 

a perceptive and unusual document. (Full report on p. 13. 3/1. LC: 56-5959) 


Roark, Garland Doubleday 
THE OUTLAWED BANNER $3.95 


This adds a new panel to the story of the Confederacy in a tale of the Con- 
federate Navy. Roark's cast of characters includes a borderline Annapolis graduate, 
whose loyalty wavers when he falls in love with a Southern belle, but who ultimately 
plays out his role on the side of the Union, in recurrent conflict with his emotions 
and the duel played out against the girl's brother, his one time friend. Characters 
and action are mainly from the Confederate side, as the infant Navy is hampered by 
ineptness, confusion, lack of ships and oversupply of officers. As it makes its mark-~- 
and, in one instance carries the war beyond its end, the yarn is a record of gallantry 
and a picture of life on the home front. (Full report on p.55. 3/15. LC: 56-5964) 


Birney, Hoffman Holt 
THE DICE OF GOD $3.95 


There is new and vigorous material here in a historical novel that revolves 
around the Indian Wars and is presumably based on Custer and his "last stand” and in 
which final shreds of glamour are torn from a vainglorious figure. The story emerges 
through individual tellings and flashbacks and as a portrait of the army in those days- 
and its hard headed approach to hostilities- this makes an important contribution. 
(Full report on p. 59. 3/? LC: 56-6191) 


Taylor, Ward Holt 
ROLL BACK THE SKY $3.95 


A superb job of reporting cuts into the psychological implications of combat 
fatigue, war hysteria and romance, of the men in Richardson's Saipan bomber squadron 
in World War II. The characterizations of the men, the build up of tensions on flights 
and Richardson's own marriage, Saipan romance, and return to marriage result in holding 
reading that keeps within the bounds of authenticity and of taste. A major novel. 
(Full report on p. 53. 3/2? LC: 56-6463) 


Walker, David Houghton, Mifflin 
HARRY BLACK $3595 


This is a novel with atmospheric tension. The end impression is primarily 
that of a first rate adventure against the sultry background of India and the terror 
of a man-eating tiger. Black, a war hero, meets Tanner, a former friend who has his 
own cowardice to face, after Black has begun a hunt for the tiger with Bapu, a strange 
man feared as the embodiment of the tiger. Difficult reading at times, the story is 
told against an elusively presented past and an abortive romance between Black and 
Tanner's wife. But hunting story fans will like it. (Full report on p. 16. 3/1. 

LC: 55-10022 ) 
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Wibberley, Leonard Little, Brown 
MCGILLICUDDY MCGOTHAM $3.00 
. is a leprechaun assigned to the U. S. to have the runway of an airline, @ 


then building in Ireland, moved from the little people's land. He is rescued by Brian 
O'Connor, aged 10, and their adventures in trying to be heard by the proper authorities 
involve some bang up shenanigans. Innocent humor and impish. (Full report on p.55.3/15.) 


Stewart, Mary Morrow- Mill 
MADAM, WILL YOU TALK? $3.50 


A holiday brings widow Charity Selborne to Avignon, introduces her to the boy 
David and the fact that his father, Richard, has been tried for murder and dismissed for 
insufficient evidence. There is a meeting in Marseilles, where Richard's story reverses 
the picture and, allies all, sees the trio escape from those who want Richard's death. 
Veddy pleasant English coolness saves the day. (Full report on p. 18.3/14.1C:56-5634) 


Maughan, A. M. Morrow -Sloane 
HARRY OF MONMOUTH $.450 


A historical novel, woven of the brawn and blood of England's struggle for a 
stable government during the time of Richard II, etches the life of Harry of Monmouth, 
second in line for a crown he didn't want. Harry came to worship Hotspur, under whom he 
served and learned, and to resist his father's attempts to make him turn against Hotspur- 
so successfully that when he came to the throne there was pardon for many who had been 
named traitor. In winning France he respected his enemies and his rule gave Fngland.a 
brief respite from civil strife. For full reading enjoyment this asks a solid backround 
of the times but Maughan's gift for capturing mood, period and personality make it a book 
worth reading. (Full report on p. 18.3/14.10:56-5392) 


Anderson » Thomas Random House @ 
YOUR OWN BELOVED SONS $3.50 


This story of a reconnaissance unit trapped behind enemy lines in Korea becomes 
a moving record of a sergeant to whom his men were his “own beloved sons”. Stanley had 
the faculty for inspiring and leading skillfully, but in this case the enemy closes in on 
the attempt to break through to a Dutch held outpost. There is a grim closeup of the 
fighting and a man's relationship to his men. (Full report on p. 58.2/23.10:56-5218) 


Arkell, Reginald Viking-Reynal 
THE MIRACLE OF MERRIFORD $3.00 


Maintaining a rustic simplicity, this charts the course of an American invasion 
when construction on an air base uproots the village and presents its vicar with yet 
another problem. Aged and unable to cope with the problem of his church bells which need 
resetting, the vicar is saved by Mary, his housekeeper, and by the Texan, Johnny, with 
whom she falls in love. A diplomatic note. (Full report on p. 60.3/?.1C:56-7601) 


Greene, Graham Viking 
THE QUIET AMERICAN $3.50 


A disquieting examination of a central contemporary issue substitutes political 
conscience for the spiritual concern of Greene's recent novels as a guilty, disillusioned 
Englishman, Tom Fowler, tells his story. A reporter in Saigon, Fowler meets Pyle, an 
innocent idealist with the American Economic Mission. Their common interest is Phuong, 
Fowler's mistress whom Pyle is ready to marry. In his first act of betrayal Fowler keeps 
the fact of his marriage from Phuong; in his second he is responsible for the retaliation 
that leads to Pyle's death after a Third Force attempt to block Communist activity has 
failed. A morality tale of these times- of impulsive, often ignorant idealism, against 
moral intertia- is effective entertainment too. Considerable care should be used in: 
recommending this to young adults. (Full report on p. 13.3/?.1C:56-6281) 
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February 1, 1956 NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS -83- (J-37) 


Relisted for Young Adults Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Barrow, George- YOUR WORLD IN MOTION Harcourt, Brace 
Billings, Henry- BRIDGES IN THE U.S. Viking 
Douty, Esther M.- BALL IN THE SKY Holt 
Grant, Madeleine P.- WONDER WORLD OF MICROBES McGraw-Hill 
North, Sterling- ABE LINCOLN (Landmark ) Random House 
Webb, Nancy & Jean Francis- THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS Viking 
Seymour, John John Day 

ONE MAN'S AFRICA $5.00 


Moving back to the thirties and forties, Seymour tells of his years in 
Africa which began in 1934 when he went as a trainee to a sheep farm in the Karroo 
district. Subsequent jobs and experiences included another ranch job further north, 
some seasons as a pilchard fisherman at Walvis Bay, copper mining and the war in 
Abyssinia. Rambling, a combination travelogue and social study. Photos. (Full 
report on p. 33. 3/? LC: 56-5982) 


Brooks, Van Wyck Dutton 
HELEN KELLER: Sketch for a Portrait $3.00 


Without sentimental hyperbole, this portrait conveys the challenge of a life 
which denied all intellectual and many physical confines. Much of the material is 
based on Helen Keller's own story but Brooks, who knew her well in later years, fills 
in personal marginalia. The familiar events are here but perhaps what emerges most 
clearly is the enormous curiosity and vitality, the extraordinary perceptions, and the 
people who shared her world. (Full report on p. 65. 3/23. LC: 55-11080) 


Proske, Roman Henry Holt 
LIONS, TIGERS, AND ME $3.95 


An expert cat-man offers his experiences with the personalities and stars 
of the circus ring in a gentle, expansive manner. He writes of the great trainers, 
of human-animal friendships; there are excursions into comedy and tragedy which ex- 
tend to a circus world revealed with a poignant sense of reality. (Full report on 
p. 33. 3/2? LC: 56-6462) 


La Farge, Oliver Houghton, Mifflin. 
BEHIND THE MOUNTAINS $3.00 


The mountains are the Sangre de Cristo range and between them lies the valley 
in which two villages, the ranch and a noisy stream provide the background for these 
charming glimpses of the people of Rociada. Specifically the sketches revolve around 
the Bacas, the family into which La Farge married, and as he describes the round of 
living there is a slice of our national heritage- rich and colorful, humorous and 
sad. A delightfully presented view. (2/29. LC: 55-11987 ) 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
THE ATLANTIC BATTLE WON $6.00 


Primarily this is the submarine war- from September '39 to April '45 with 
a brief summary of the final period after the upward curve of disaster had turned in 
favor of the Allies. With the Atlantic sea lanes a vital link to victory, coopera- 
tion was reached only after deadlocks and overcoming weaknesses in defense and skill. 
As in his earlier books, Morison succeeds in combining basic factual data with magni- 
ficent episodic story telling. Good reading. (Full report on p. 29. 3/1) 
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Editors of Fortune McGraw-Hill 
THE MIGHTY FORCE OF RESEARCH $4.00 


These articles consider the why and how and who of current research and go on 
to examine the various objects of present day researching. An introductury chapter points 
to the lags in basic research for its own sake rather than with an immediate problem in 
view. Following, there is a cross section on young scientists and long range planners, 
the reasons for fewer independent inventors, and the specific areas where work is being 
done- on the brain, on water, on weather etc. An important, interesting collection. (Full 


report on p. 26.2/15.10:56-6959) 


Davison, Ann Morrow-Sloane 
MY SHIP IS SO SMALL $3.75 


Small craft and ocean crossings continue their appeal and this latest of a lone 
female sailor should have its own place as the story of an achievement of the answer to 
a key for living- courage. The search for a boat, lessons in seamanship, the fright in 
the first days out, food and emotional as well as physical climates- these add up to a 
record to please all dedicated sailors. (Full report on p. 904.2/15.10:56-5083) 


Trumbull, Robert Morrow-Sloane 
AS I SEE INDIA $4 .00 


Trumbull's seven years in India as staff correspondent for the New York Times 
is a record of endurance as well as a grand tour. Among the aspects of modern India that 
emerge are the fabulous riches of maharajas, Hindu-Moslem rioting, the Kashmir conflict, 
Communist activity, the profound effect of Ghandi and Nehru, and India's many social prob- 
lems. Interesting and readable. (Full report on p. 32.3/14.LC:56-6629) 


Boynton, Mary Fuertes | Oxford 
LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES . $7.50 


A volume to delight naturalists and ornithologists pays tribute to a great 
student and artist of birds as the story of his life is told through his letters. Fuertes 
grew up as the son of a Cornell professor and his interests were early established and 
fostered. Adult years were spent teaching and on field trips that took him from Alaska to 
Abyssinia. Aside from the absorption in ornithology there is Fuertes' spark of wit that 
made his work spring to life. Drawings and paintings illustrate the book. (Full report 
on p. 25. Publ.1C:56-5705 ) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Cady, Ernest & Frances Morrow-Whiteside 
HOW TO ADOPT A CHILD $3.00 


In line with Louise Raymond's Adoption...And After this briefs prospective 
parents on the mechanics of getting a child and then discusses attitudes and approaches 
after the adoption is completed. Emphasizing a full report on the methods of different 
kinds of adoption, this is not as intensive as the Raymond book, but the counsel and 
guidance on procedures should be valuable. (Full report on p. 908.2/29.10:56-5319) 


Beck, Robert H.- fd. University of Minnesota 
: THE THREE R'S PLUS $5.00 


These essays discuss the purposes and techniques of public education today, now 
that the progressives have receded leaving the residuum which forms our modern system. 
From the broader issues of learning- skills vs. knowledge- to the practicalities of 
grouping and aptitude testing, the articles examine the core and content of curricular and 
co-curricular activities and provide a diagnosis and a defense for those engaged in the 
field. (Full report on p. 67. 3/2. 1C:56-7809) 
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